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The Relationship Between Cleanliness Desire and Moral Judgment
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Abstract

Past experimental research reported that people become stricter in moral judgements when cleanliness-
related concepts are activated. However, it is not clear whether pre-experimental individual differences in
cleanliness desire is also related to moral judgment. This research examined whether cleanliness desire in
various daily activities is related to diverse types of moral judgments (Study 1), and whether experimentally
manipulated physical cleanness affects the relationship between cleanliness desire and moral judgments (Study
2). The results showed reliable relationship between everyday cleanliness desire and moral judgements in that
people who were high (or low) in the desire was stricter (or more tolerant) in moral judgments. The
relationship was also observed when physical cleanness was manipulated, but there was no difference in moral

judgments depending on actual physical cleanness.
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Table 1. Survey questions used in this study. The questions are grouped by factor analysis results

o,
Factors # Questions Total % (,)f Cronbach’s a
Variance
5. 1 would be reluctant to use a straw with others.
(P2 AV e wojE ASERE R0l AR
6. When I eat with people, 1 prefer to eat food on a individual plate.
Contact @gol $4E Be w A 24 QoA BE AL Aswh)
cleanliness . 3712 37.122 .694
A% A7) 7. 1 do not eat the food spilled on table or desk.
(5% 3= (HtE AE 52 Aol FH SAE oAl 79 HA et
2. I do not lie down on the bed while dressed in a street dress.
GlE3d 54 JdiE Jdel 54 deth)
1. When I return home after going out, I want to wash my hands.
(8= 5 Foll Eoted &5 AL A Aol )
Body .
. 4. T usually wash my hands before eating
cleanliness o 00 W 0 DL g 1442 14422 .637
(}diﬂ f‘é?‘—i) (ET{\-]E —17] 730" A= ‘50]‘:]')
3. I usually carry a portable wipes.
(FAS (B)EHFE 7Y v & #Helt})
9. The desk and chair in the library or classroom do not seem clean
(=AM, oA T A% gzt FAsA ¥ A 2
Environment . . . .
cleanliness 10. T think the soap in the public toilets are not clean. 1174 11737 772
(a7 A (BZs4A9) WRst BASA ke Azkah) ‘ ' '
el 8. When I use public transportation, I do not feel the handles clean.
(HFuFolAM thE Aol W Exol7t A8 87 =R
2. Adultery (7F5(EF))
Sexual . w
. 1. Abortion (<HI)
morality Lo ™ 4.514 34.726 780
RERE) 3. Prostitution (73w =)
4. Promiscuous sexual relations (F&H3F A #A))
Eimissi 12. Urination on the street (‘=/d i)
mission o
11. Litt 2d7] F& =7
morality ittering ( :,' [Raid) 1.899  14.607 759
Z T 9. Bribing (X&)
8. Use of slang (H]&o] A%
Self-harm 7. Binge eating (&2))
morality 6. Drug abuse (F&E9] F&(F9A, 444 F) 1.457  11.207 681
(3l =49) 5. Alcoholism (8FZ& 55)
Responsibility  10. Drunk driving (&5 <7)
morality 13. Pet abandonment (OH%%% %7]) 1.207 9.288 626
(9 £9)
ANAEE oMU Fol ATH URLS FYstel  BY Baw £ 23 332 R4S A, 3
Google =2fto|BolX HEAE 28ttt WA A 2 &7 294 A 7Ed 52 ddEs Hole

B Aol EE 64k £ A
g GhiE W A A
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22 Zn

170k e BT ALE YeEbt(r = 501, p < .001).
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10. public toilets
8. transportation

1.442
14.422

3.712
37.122

Eigenvalue

% of variance

KMO= .773, Bartlett's x>= 296.464 (p < .001)
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