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A Study on the Giuseppe Terragni's Sant'Elia Nursery School
- Focused on the Flexibility and Openness in the Modern Educitional Facility -
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze the ‘Sant’Elia Nursery School’ constructed in 1937 at Como, Italy. Giuseppe
Terragni(1904-1943) is, as it well known, one of the representative architects in the period of Italian rationalism architecture. In
particular, his ‘Casa del Fascio(1928 ~1936)’ is evaluated as a representative work of this period.

The research is based on the original drawings and letters, mostly produced by G. Terragni himself. Through the analyze on
the design process, the research tries to reveal Terragni’s design method and strategy, especially in the educational facility
project.

There are at least four deferent phases in the Terragni’s design process; in each phase, there are fundamental changes such as
a structural grid system, relationships between skin and columns or spatial sequences.

Establishment of a new guideline on the educational facility in 1925 is also an another important issue. There was a political
need, during the period of Mussolini’s regime, to find a model of educational facilities. So, this project reflects not only the
Terragni’s design process but also the good example of educational facility in the early Twenty Century in Europe.
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Table 1 Typology of G. Terragni’s Realized Project

Housing 12

Monument 6

Public Building(Office, School etc)

Renovation, Exhibition etc. 7

Tot.
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Table 2. Classification of Terragni’s Drawing

A. Preliminary Design 1 (1934.4 circa)

= The first design just after the site has
= . .
== ‘ﬁ\t"a-\ been selected. This design has never
ﬂfllg‘mlmm'm been presented at the committee?2).

AGT, 40/4/D

B. Preliminary Design 2 (1934.4~9 circa)

The unique drawing elaborated with
pencil. (All other drawings have been
~+ | worked with ink for a presentation).
The original ideas for the site
planning and composition can be
already seen clearly in this drawing.
Most of these ideas have been
maintained up to the final design.

AGT, 40/67/B

C. 1" Grade Project (1934.9.17.)

This series of drawings have been
elaborated for the presentation to the
committee on October 4, 1934. The
plan has only three classrooms yet, so
we can suppose that this design still

stay on the early phase of the projec
£23),

BAPPORTO 11100

AGT, 40/76/B

D. 2" Grade Project (1935.85.)

memm In this design, the classrooms have
B been increased from 3 to 4. There are an
important development not only in the
classroom, but also in the main entrance
hall. We can see the ‘atrium’ at the
middle of the main hall.

Revised outlines drafted with pencil
reveals that the project was still
changing day after day24.

AGT, 40/37/B

E. 39 Grade Project (1936.3.10.)

This drawing has been prepared for
the final presentation to the committee
of Como on May 10 1936.

The ‘atrium’ at the main hall has been
removed. Instead of the atrium,
Terragni was trying to devide the
specious hall in to rooms, in this
design.25

o Sesiiea

AGT, 4/50/B

F. Final Design (after 1936.3)

ASILO DIINFANZIA
PER IL RIONE SANT ILLL

Even after the final presentation, there
have been many changes in the project.
So, Trrragni wanted to prepare a final
drawing; probably, this is the final one.

AGT, 40/63/B
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Figure 1. Aerial View(Photo Captured on Google Map). Sant’Elia Nursery
School appears in the white circle. o
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Figure 2. Shifted volumes and axises diagram (Diagram elabrated by author)
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Table 4. Sant’Elia Nursery School, Structure Diagram Development
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