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Critical Thinking Disposition, Professional Self-Concept and
Moral sensitivity in Nursing students
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Abstract The aim of this study was to examine relations among critical thinking disposition, professional self-concept
and moral sensitivity in nursing students. This study was conducted on 280 nursing students between March 3th 2015
and March 10th. 2015. The data was analyzed by using SPSS/WIN 18.0 program. Moral sensitivity significantly
differed depending on one's experience in biomedical ethic education. Significant positive correlations were witnessed
between critical thinking disposition and professional self-concept as well as between critical thinking disposition and
moral sensitivity. Considering the results, the ways to develop critical thinking disposition and to ameliorate the
current clinical training system are needed to firmly establish professional self-concept. Finally, I Suggest a study to
develop and validate training program for the improvement of nursing students' moral sensitivity.
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Table 1. Degree of Critical Thinking Disposition, Professional Self-Concept and Moral Sensitivity
(N=280)
Variable Mean+SD Range
Critical thinking disposition 3.48+0.37 1~5
Intellectual eagerness/curiosity 3.39+0.62 1~5
Prudence 3.33+0.60 1~5
Self-confidence 3.41+0.53 1~5
subconstructs Systematicity 3.12+0.61 1~5
Intellectual fairness 3.80+0.46 1~5
Healthy skepticism 3.49+0.56 1~5
Objectivity 3.81+0.45 1~5
Professional self-concept 2.81+0.33 1~4
Moral sensitivity 4.98+0.53 1~7
Patient-oriented care 5.46+0.74 1~7
Professional responsibility 5.43+0.67 1~7
subconstructs Conflict 4.89+0.79 1~7
Moral meaning 4.68+0.67 1~7
Benevolence 4.29+0.87 1~7
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Table 2. Critical Thinking Disposition, Professional Self-concept and Moral Sensitivity by General characteristics

(N=280)
Critical thinking Professional Moral
Variable Categories I — disptositic;l self-ctonce;)t senstitivitz
Mean+SD or scheffe | Mean+SD or scheffe | Mean+SD or scheffe
(p) () ()
Gend, Male 26 | 93| 3.512048 | 0350 290£026 | 1374 5.0440.59 | 0516
ender Female | 254]90.7| 348035 | (.729) 2.80£033 | (171) 4.98£0.53 | (.606)
1° 59 [21.1] 3.45+0.34 2.92+0.26 4.8240.56
Academic 2* 81 [28.9] 3.45£038 | 1.671 2826031 | 3923 | 5.05£0.59 | 2.634
grade 3° 61 |21.8] 3.45£030 | (.174) 2724032 | (.009) ¢ 75052057 | (:050)
4 79 [28.2] 3.56+0.40 2.78+0.38 4.9940.40
Relied Yes 114]40.7| 3474037 | -0.351 2.82+0.30 | 0.393 5.04£0.60 | 1.379
1210Nn
cnglo No 166 | 59.3| 3494036 | (.727) 2.8040.35 | (.695) 4.95£0.48 | (.169)
di?ée?; (;; ntllllley Yes 73 26.1| 3.494036 | (145 283:0.33 | (416 4.96+0.49 | 385
member No 207|73.9| 3.48+037 | (:885) 280033 | (339) 4.9920.55 | (701)
5 ] High® 6 21] 406203 | 3232031 | 5162050 | oo
conomie Medium® | 239 | 85.4 3.47:036 | °° asbe | 2812032 | O asbe | 499+052 |
status - (<.001) (.004) (:406)
Low 35 [12.5| 3.44+0.37 2.75£0.37 4.8940.59
Experience of Yes 143 [51.1] 3.52£037 | 1.946 2774036 | 2273 5014048 | 0.808
clinical practice No 137]48.9] 3.44+036 | (.053) 2.86£0.29 | (.024) 4.96+0.58 | (420)
Sutisfaction with V<Y satisfied’| 29 | 10.4] 3.66+0.39 s isa 3082037 | o 5162039 |
austaction Wit "7g fisfied® | 225 | 80.4| 3.47+035 | ac | 2.824029 | a>b>c | 4984055 | °
major - = (.006) (<.001) (.087)
Unsatisfied® | 26 | 9.3 | 3.374037 2484031 4.8640.50
Experience of Yes 221|789| 3504037 | | sg7 2.80+0.34 | | 33g 5.03£0.51 | 5935
Biomedical ethic
education No 59 [21.1] 3.412035 | (114) 2.86+0.30 | (-182) 4.8120.57 | (:005)
Perceived level of| Confused | 77 | 27.5| 3.404033 | -2.283 266030 | -4.825 4.96£0.53 | -0.511
moral standards Firm 203 [ 72.5] 3.5120.36 | (.023) 2.87+8.67 | (<.001) 4.9940.53 | (.610)
3. ¥z} 574 3.39(+0.62)4, AFEA 3.3320.60)8, A7
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Table 3. Correlation of Critical Thinking Disposition, Professional Self-Concept and Moral Sensitivity

(N=280)

Critical Thinking
Variable Disposition

Professional
Self-Concept

Moral Sensitivity

(p)

(p)

(p)

Critical Thinking 1

Disposition
Professional 469 1
Self-Concept (<.001)
o 132 .055
Moral Sensitivity (028) (361) 1
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