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Table 1. Sociodemographic Characteristics of Participants (N=251)
Nursing Non-nursing
Variables college college 2 b
(N=123) (N=128)
N(%)
Grade First 18(14.6) 6(12.5) 30.468 {.001
Second 11(8.9) 7(28.9)
Third 29(23.6) 5(35.1)
Fourth 65(52.8) 0(23.4)
Gender Male 1(0.8) 0(31.2) 42.520 {.001
Female 122(99.2) 88(68.8)
The states of HBsAg Positivity 9(7.3) 11(8.6) 12.118 .002
Negativity 81(65.9) 57(44.5)
Unawareness 33(26.8) 0(46.9)
The states of HBsAb Positivity 51(41.5) 36(28.1) 10.722 .0056
Negativity 30(24.4) 217.1)
Unawareness 42(34.1) 0(54.7)
Vaccination against hepatitis B Done 88(71.5) 5(50.8) 11.763 .003
Undone 14(11.4) 1(16.4)
Unawareness 21(17.1) 2(32.8)
HIV/AIDS education No 19(15.4) 4(26.6) 24.858 €.001
Yes, but not fully 64(52.0) 84(65.6)
understood
Yes 40(32.5) 10(7.8)
HBV education No 30(24.4) 75(60.0) 45.393 <.001
Yes, but not fully 58(47.2) 45(36.0)
understood
Yes 35(28.5) 5(4.0)
Sources of information on Mass media 65(52.8) 4(73.4) 11.455 .001
HIV/AIDS* Technical books 61(49.6) 5(11.7) 42.622 €.001
Friends 13(10.6) 3(10.2) 0.012 .921
Lecture 79(64.2) 53(41.4) 13.102 <.001
Sources of Information on Mass media 49(39.8) 96(75.0) 31.789 <.001
Hepatitis B* Technical books 59(48.0) 6(12.5) 37.660 €.001
Friends 16(13.0) 9(14.8) 0.176 .675
Lecture 68(55.3) 5(19.5) 34.378 <.001
Blood & body fluid exposures  Yes 29(30.9)
(for 3rd & 4th-year students of No 65(69.1)

nursing college)

*Multiple responses

HBsAg=Hepatitis B surface antigen; HBsAb=Antibody to hepatitis B surface antigen; HBV=Hepatitis B

virus
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Table 2. Knowledge and Attitudes about HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B (N=251)
Nursing Non-nursing
. college college
Variables (N=123) (N=128) t P
M+SD

Knowledge of HIV/AIDS 14.17+3.14 11.27+3.08 7.404 <.001
Definition of HIV/AIDS 2.13%0.81 1.59+1.02 4.616 <.001
Signs and symptoms of HIV/AIDS 1.50+1.09 0.84+0.93 5.166 (.001
Transmission and prevention of HIV/AIDS 10.54+2.39 8.84+2.22 5.869 {.001

Attitudes of HIV/AIDS 16.25+2.62 15.02+2.88 3.5630 <.001

Knowledge of hepatitis B 12.00+3.86 6.81+3.41 11.309 <.001
Definition of hepatitis B 2.02+0.91 1.09+0.93 8.023 €.001
Signs and symptoms of Hepatitis B 1.20+1.24 0.44+0.86 5.611 <.001
Transmission and prevention of HIV/AIDS 8.80+2.70 5.29+2.55 10.582 <.001

Attitudes of HIV/AIDS 16.97+3.01 15.83+3.04 2.985 .003
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ABSTRACT

A Study on Nursing and Non—-Nursing College Students'
Knowledge and Attitudes of HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B’
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Purpose: This study was conducted to describe the knowledge and attitudes of nursing
and non-nursing college students toward HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B. Methods: A descriptive
design was used for this study. The subjects were 123 nursing college students and 128
non-nursing college students. Self-administered questionnaires were used for data collection.
Descriptive statistics, x*-test, t-test, ANOVA, and Pearson correlation coefficient were used
for data analysis. Results: Nursing students showed a greater understanding and more
favorable attitudes towards HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B than non-nursing college students.
Most non-nursing college students learned about HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B from Mass
Media. In contrast, many nursing college students learned about HIV/AIDS and hepatitis B
from technical books and lecture. Students who learned from technical books and lecture
showed a higher score for knowledge and more favorable attitudes regarding HIV/AIDS and
hepatitis B. Conclusion: The findings of this study demonstrated that educational
opportunities in school are crucial to enhancing knowledge and attitudes toward HIV/AIDS
and Hepatitis B. A structured education program using strategies to improve attitudes is

necessary for college students.

Key words : HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis B, Knowledge, Attitude
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