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ABSTRACT

During the Joseon dynasty, the Gwansanggam (Bl4%:, The Royal Astronomical Observatory) was the

royal administration in charge of Astronomy (K3(), Geography (}#f), Calendars (f&), Astronomical and

meteorological observation ({llf%), and Timekeeping (X%ili). Of those affairs, the Astronomical Almanac

compilation was most important. In this paper, we study the education and selection of astronomical offi-

cials in the 19th century during the Joseon dynasty, focusing on Astronomical Almanac officials. According

to this study, their main area was calendar calculation, and they were involved in Astronomical Almanac

compilation for nearly 40 years, until they resigned. In addition, they served as Samryeok-susulgwan (=&

&3y, Official for calendar calculation by the Shixian calendar), and Ilgwa-gamingwan (H % F1TY,

Official printing supervisor). To undertake these core duties, an official had to pass several examinations

and courses. The Gwansanggam (after Gwansangso) carried out the educational function for the officials. In

particular, reserved officials of the astronomy division had to be educated starting with a trainee course.

Key words: Astronomical Almanac, Astronomy education, Gwansanggam (#1%:%5)
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Figure 1. Positions and names are listed on
the last page in the Myeongsiryeok (MHIKf
J&, 1908). The names are Lee Donsu, Yu
Hanbong, Jeon Taeseon, Kim Hyojin, Lee
Eungseon and Kim Yeongseon (KASI,

2013).
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Figure 2. Lee Donsu’s activities related to
recorded in the
curriculum vitae of officials of the
Korean Empire (R BB IR E).
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Table 1. Lee Donsu’s life and his astronomical activities
Date . . .
Certification Contents and Experience
(Age)
Permanent Address :Heungyang (9LF%)
1838 Date of birth :March 11
Father’s name :Lee Myeongsik (7=WIi)
1845 (8) Family school (% #4) education
1855 (18) Gwansanggam Took classes at the Gwansanggam (H5%)
B . o
1863 (26) s . Graduated from the Department of almanac calculation :J& 5 ZE5E
1864-1893 .
Omitted parts
(27-56)
1894 Gwansangguk |, | oted as the Chamui (3. Chief of the G k)
romoted as the Chamui (2%, Chief of the Gwansanggu
(57) (CESD) &8
Apr.1.1895 Serve as the first chief of Gwansangso :EHTBG TR
(58) P Ranked fourth (PU4F)
Related to document preparation when presenting the almanac to the king
Dec.21. 1897 s —
JE T HE ) B
(60) . Jp—
» Junior grade of the second rank (i /i
Feb.21. 1898 . . >
1) Promoted in rank :Ranked third (=%F)
Feb.21.1899 . o
©2) Promoted in rank :Ranked second (—.%%)
Oct. 24 Related to document preparation when presenting the almanac to the king
ct. 24.
» The junior grade of the second rank
Gwansangso C
Dec. 30 %) Disciplinary measure
o (= P misrepresented the content of the solar calendar :Fy /& 8
Feb.21.1900 . s
63) Promoted in rank :Top-ranked (—%§)
Disciplinary measure :Docked one month's pay
Nov.1. » Typographical error of the sexagenary cycle on the Myeongsiryeok (']
R R
Jan.11.1901 .. S . Ty
(64) Dismissed :A word was missing in the Myeongsiryeok Szt $liv
Feb. 7. A particular pardon : % EOK
Feb. 11. Reappointed as the chief of the Gwansangso i} AR
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Almanac officials records from 1870 to 1908 in the almanacs
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Name

Lee Donsu

(F&(E)

Yu Hanbong
(€5

Lee Eungseon
(FHEE)

Jeon Taeseon

e i)

Kim Hyojin
(G #H)

Kim Yeongseon

(£ K3%)

Year of
Passing
Eumyanggwa

exam

1858
(CAAF)

1858
(CARAE)

1861
CEF)

1864
(FFT747)

1879
(T IN4E)

?
(Graduate
: 1901,1904)

Position

After 13 years

After 12 years

After 14 years

After 32 years

After 17 years
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S.S 1.G
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Twelve names of the Susulgwan ({EML'E) are
listed, including Lee Donsu. Right, K5 YAfPUAE
RFE(1878): Two names of the Gamingwan (%
FI'E) are listed, including Lee Donsu (KASI,
2013).
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<Detailed procedure to become an official of the Astronomical Almanac compilation>

Family school

Astronomy student <

» After recommendation, admission to the Gwansanggam through whether or

not admission.

(40 persons)

. Take classes at the
Gwansanggam,

(Calendar calculation)

Passed an Astronomy

» Qualification : Only astronomy student.

» Exams

(D Theoretical examination : SinbeopbocHunga (Hiki Kik),

Astronomy (K3L), Astronomical calendar (J&1%), Daejeontongpyeon (KILif
it ).

@ Calculation : Chijeong (X)) and Eclipse by shixianli (W J&LE).

A

department state

exam(Eumyanggwa).

* Astronomy : 5 persons

|

Graduate from calendar

calculation of the

Gwansanggam

Susulgwan ({E3LTT)
(6 persons,

» Qualification : Only an Astronomy department state exam.

» Exams : SinbeopbocHunga, Astronomy, Astronomical almanac, Shulijingyin

(BEERETE), Lixiangkdochéng (&S 1K).

A

Eclipse calculating by

Chiljeongsan- Naepion

almanac)

» Qualification : Only Susulgwan.
» Exams : Chiljeong (‘L) calculating, Shulijingyin,
» Basically, by examination, if the vacancy occurs, first, receive a

Lixiangkdochéng.

recommendation next, passed an testing.

Samryeokgwan (=J&'F) <

(30 persons)

» Qualification of the Samryeoksusulgwan

: By rotation among the Samryeokgwan.

» Qualification of the ligwagamingwan.

(B L)

Shixianli)

Samryeok-susulgwan

(12 persons, calculation by

(2 persons, Printing

D 1 person : New employee.
ligwa-gamingwan ®
‘ The other : Astrology officer.
(H R A &

A

supervisor)

|

The chief of the Gwansangguk

(Position : Susulgwan)

In the case of Lee
Donsu

|

The chief of the Gwansangso

(Position : Susulgwan)

In the case of Lee

Donsu




