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Self-government Frame and Discourse
Effect of 'Healing' Phenomenon in Korea*

Eunjune Kim
Assistant Professor, Health Institute of Technology

Based on the Foucault's governmentality, this study has described the self-government
strategy that healing discourse is implemented during 2011-2013. Healing discourse's
priority is the existence value of individual and full concentration about self is needed
more than anything. In this process, people who need to heal and comfort are limit to
de-politicized individuals. Healing discourse emphasizes that the current enhancement
in order to become reflection and growth of self. Demands of reflection and growth is
substitute the critics of the era and society, but also act as a specific code of conduct to
individuals. While emphasizes the reflection and personal growth, healing discourse has
top priority of the current value. However, in this process, criticism of the era issues and
social structural factors are fundamentally excluded. People accepted healing discourse
actively, decided empowering self by reflection and remorse. On the other hand, there
is a crack and specificity in the dominant reception discourse likewise some subjects
criticized that there is no realistic consolation, exposed the antipathy to the older
generation, denied the way of problematized objectification. But this is a partial denial
about healing as concrete technology, not fundamental resistance about neoliberal
orders.
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