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Changes in Use and Functions of Second Doors in Detached Houses of Rural Area
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Abstract

In contrast to apartments, detached houses offer the possibility of more than one entrance connecting interior and exterior

spaces. This study examines the location, function, and use of second doors in detached houses in rural areas. The study

employs survey and interviews conducted in 2015, focusing on 18 detached houses among 40 houses previously surveyed in

1995. In 1995, 21 second doors were found, while in 2015, 19 were found. The study led to the following conclusions. First,

most houses did have second doors installed by 1995 or 2015. Second doors tended to be installed in kitchen and utility

rooms. The function of second doors was most closely connected to the kitchen because utility rooms were placed adjacent to

kitchens. Secondly, changes in the use and number of second doors were changes in family life cycle and composition, the

need for new equipment facilities, the use of new architectural materials, and the installation of new second doors for

extension of space. Finally, exterior spaces accessed by second doors tend to be a meeting of semi-interior or semi-exterior

space and exterior space only. Those spaces tended to be designed for kitchen fixtures or to support kitchen activities.
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Figure 1. Process of selection of study cases
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Figure 2. Direction
of living room

Table 1. Information of detached houses studied
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Table 3. Information and using characteristics of second doors
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Table 3. Information and using characteristics of second doors (continuing previous page)
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Figure 3. Change in use of second doors in @ House
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