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A Study on the Efficient Improvement and Use of Rural Vacant Houses
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Abstract

Vacant houses are increasing across the country, but the appropriate measures have not been set up yet. Accordingly,
vacant houses are left unattended for a long time, and become deserted to degrade the residential environment. They are
often used as the space for the deviation of youth or even for crimes, threatening the safety of rural society. Vacant houses
are not only personal properties but also public assets that form the residential environment of a town. Therefore, the
problem should be better taken care of with appropriate policies.

In this study, the present situation of vacant houses in Korea, the causes of the vacant house and the limits and lessons of
the improvement projects were reviewed, along with the vacant house improvement systems in the UK and Japan. The most
significant difference between the cases in Korea and other countries are the method of vacant house improvement. In terms
of policies and support, Korea focuses on demolition, whereas other countries focus on reuse. In addition, the vacant house
improvement projects in Korea are performed mostly by government agencies, whereas local governments and private
organizations in other countries cooperate to improve vacant houses and go beyond mere residential environment improvement
towards the local revitalization.

Based on the study results, the following are proposed to efficiently improve and use the rural vacant houses.

First, the Rearrangement of Agricultural and Fishing Villages Act, which allows the vacant houses to be left unattended
and not improved, should be revised. Second, the intermediate support organizations that connect the demand and supply
should be fostered and supported so that the use of vacant houses can be vitalized and privately led. Third, the best
practices of using the vacant houses should be found and promoted, and the vacant house remodeling technique should be
developed and propagated. Fourth, a special law should be enacted to comprehensively plan, support and execute the vacant
house improvement, as in Japan. Finally, the value of the vacant houses as public properties should be shared in public so
that all citizens can participate in addressing the vacant house issue to derive the detailed plans to solve the problem.
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Table 4. Vacant house improvements over the recent 5 years

G )

T 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
A 7027 5,143 5,609 6,518 6,343
et - - - 3 -
i 30 11 15 14 15
HEl 68 69 A ol 57
AE - - 25 49 %
77 3% 367 320 318 197
24 323 204 403 518 447
5 200 127 134 179 240
okl 820 640 725 1,115 1,072
A5 2,008 1,194 1,273 1,374 1,351
A 948 979 900 04 1,444
e 1,081 986 1,008 1,158 1,252
A 810 522 640 83 667
A& 4“4 4 42 47 46
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Table 5. Vacant house improvement costs over the recent 5 years
(9] : M)

T 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
A 9,019 7718 8902 10,374 11,893
At - - - 45 -
o 60 30 4 41 45
A 68 69 4 ol 57
AE - - 20 49 110
A7) 3% 367 318 318 219
Katl 942 581 1,382 518 1,610
=5 220 185 174 179 193
okl 1,640 1,280 1,710 1,115 2,337
A5 1,964 2,110 2,159 1,374 2,992
A 867 1,118 1,275 N4 2,063
e 41 1,087 1,225 1,158 2,116
s 2,031 7% 41 788 419
A5 61 ) 9 47 132
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Table 6. Number of vacant houses by house type
(49 5)

e | @A | 95 |omE | 99 | gAd | ueR

2005 | 307537 | 19424 | 82,133 | 12910 8618 4452

2000 | 337,339 | 217624 | 94382 | 11,730 9,321 4,282
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(1) New Home Bonus
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(2) Homes and Communities Agency Funding Route
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(3) Empty Home Community Grant Fund

11 249 19 = A4F F HCAZL obd %7}
S e FH nEFL Adsts Bl A
gFe a4 90 A9 AAWA] BEFS A9
A AN, 4w, oA 0§ Fol @
3% 5 9EE Avsn Aok dyEe A9eze
HCA¢ sd3t Fo W& ‘D5 F 1
@i velglE 717ke] 1849 o4 Fd uy, @3

A

o
rV
©
o
=)
of
L

Aty AP dARel B A vhs sk, Aw
UM S 23T £ gPSAHENe] 50% FE), @R
7 A 3 A7 2434 1088 2astn lojof

(4) Clusters of Empty Homes Programme
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