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<Table 1> College Entrance-related Characteristics of the Subjects (N=182)

Variables Category n %
Freshman 48 26.4

Sophomore 53 29.1

Grade Junior 54 29.7
Senior 27 14.8

. Academic high school 159 87.4

Type of high-school Integrated high school 23 12.6
Liberal art 97 53.3

Academic tracks in high school Natural science 62 34.1
Vocational 23 12.6

Nonscheduled application period 42 23.1

College entrance type Regular application period 133 73.1
Transferred 7 3.8

Yes 162 89.0

CSAT No 20 11.0
First time 124 68.1

Time of entrance to the college Second time 34 18.7
More second 24 13.2

CSAT: college scholastic ability test
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<Table 4> Correlation Between Scores of CSAT and Academic Achievement

Korean Foreign Mathematics Social studies Scientific
Academic achievement Subjects of CSAT language studies
r(o)
Spring semester -.103(.205) -.080(.320) -.095(.239) -.174(.090) -207(.115)
GPA of first year Fall semester -.070(.388) .053(.513) -.100(.216) -.132(.199) -314(.015)
Total -.094(.250) -.023(.780) -.094(.244) -.163(.112) -.269(.039)
Grade of basic nursing Introduction to nursing -.196(.015) -.006(.941) .000(.997) -.106(.302) -.034(.797)
science Growth and development -.047(.568) .027(.739) -.031(.704) - 114(.271) -.254(.053)
: Social science Mean -.134(.101) .022(.783) -.017(.833) -.094(.362) -.173(.189)
Grade of basic nursing Anatomy and physiology 1 -.031(.704) -.082(.309) -.180(.025) -.182(.075) -.376(.003)
science Anatomy and physiology 2 -.094(.250) -.012(.887) -.133(.101) -.122(.237) -.231(.078)
. Natural science Mean -.077(.344) -.047(.560) -.178(.028) -.189(.066) -312(.016)
CSAT: college scholastic ability test
GPA : grade point average
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Nursing Student Academic Achievement depending on College
Entrance System-related Factors
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Purpose: This study aims to understand the influence of college entrance system-related factors and scores of
college scholastic ability test on a first year nursing student’s academic achievement. Method: Data collected
include both a descriptive survey designed to assess college entrance system-related factors with respect to 182
nursing students attending a 4-year nursing college program and their test scores in the first year. The data were
analyzed via descriptive statistics, Mann-Whitney U test, Kruskal-Wallis test with Bonferroni’s correction, and
Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient through an SPSS 18.0 program. Results: Student academic achievement
with regard to college entrance system-related factors exhibited significant divergence from first year grade point
averages (hereafter GPA) and natural science grades. Conclusion: This study confirmed the existence of significant
differences, depending on the factors regarding the college entrance system. As a result, conducting assessment to
evaluate the level of basic knowledge before college entrance is highly recommended. Also recommended is the
development of a support program for students projected to have difficulties with respect to their academic
achievement.
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