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Use of Contextualized and Decontextualized Talk in Preschoolers’ Peer Play
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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to investigate low- and middle-income preschoolers’ use of contextualized and decontextualized

talk. The contextualized and decontextualized talk of 70 five-year-old children were analyzed by children’s gender and their

socioeconomic status. The participants, as dyads, participated in a peer play session for 10 minutes. The play sessions were

videotaped and the videotaped data were transcribed. Each transcript was analyzed according to the modified version of

Curenton et al. (2008)’s coding schemes. The results showed that children from middle-income families engaged more in both

contextualized and decontextualized talk than children from low-income families. Also, girls from middle-income families

engaged in more contextualized-decontextualized talk(psychological states) than girls from low-income families.
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Table 1. Criteria of Contextualized and Decontextualized Talk

Content

Content

Play description
Contextualized talk

Utterances that give the child information about the play materials
(ex; It's too big. This is a refrigerator.)

Utterances that maintain the flow of interaction

Maintaining interaction

(ex; That's right!)

Utterances that make connections to real world

Bridging information
Contextualized-

(ex; It seems to be the spoon like my own one.)

decontextualized talk
Psychological states

Address a children’s thoughts, feelings, or psychological states
(ex; I like the red one.)

Judging opinions

Utterances that make judgement about behaviors and opinions
(ex; Don't disturb.)

Decontextualized talk

Predicting outcomes

Utterances that require making predictions and inferences
(ex; Why does it too small?)
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Table 2. Mean and Standard Deviation of Contextualized, Contextualized-decontextualized, Decontextualized Talk (N=70)

Low-income Middle-income Total

Variables Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total
M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD) M(SD)

7.83 8.61 8.22 27.11 31.63 29.24 17.47 19.44 18.43

Contextualized talk 444 @15 (425 (1488  (132) (1805 (1459  (1874)  (16.64)

6.78 6.83 6.81 17.56 2225 19.76 12.17 14.09 13.10

Play description (3.78) (3.50) (359)  (1167)  (1521)  (1345)  (1015)  (1313)  (11.65)

Maintainine interaction 1.06 1.78 142 9.56 9.37 947 5.31 5.35 5.33
& (1.39) (1.44) (1.44) (5.79) (8.06) (6.84) (5.99) (6.74) 6.32)
Contextualized- .78 61 .69 6.39 6.31 6.35 3.58 3.29 3.44
decontextualized talk (1.06) ( 61) ( .86) (4.30) (4.90) (452) (4.20) (4.41) 4.27)
Brideine information .00 22 A1 4.56 313 3.88 2.28 1.59 1.94
1dgmng 1 ! (.00) (43) (.32 (4.02) (3.58) (3.83) (3.63) (2.84) (3.27)
Psvchological states .78 39 .58 1.83 319 247 1.31 1.71 1.50
yeholost (1.06) ( 52) (.84) (2.09) (2.66) (2.44) (L.72) (2.32) (2.03)
Decontextualized talk 33 .06 19 6.89 6.25 6.59 3.61 297 3.30
“ (1.19) (.24 (.86) (7.51) (444 (6.18) (6.26) (4.34) (5.38)
Judging opinions A1 .06 .08 4.00 2.88 347 2.06 1.38 173
&g op ( 32) ( 24) ( 28) (5.83) (2.87) (4.65) 452) (2.41) (3.64)
Predicting outcomes 22 .00 A1 2.89 3.38 3.12 1.56 1.59 1.57
i (.94) (.00) ( 67) (3.31) (2.90) (3.08) 2.75) (2.60) (2.66)
Total talk 8.94 9.28 9.11 40.39 4419 4218 24.67 25.71 2517
ot ta (531) (4.36) 480)  (075)  (2494)  (2254)  (2184)  (2461)  (23.00)
Table 3. Percent of Contextualized, Contextualized-decontextualized, Decontextualized Talk (N=70)
Variables Low-income(%) Middle-income(%) Total(%)
Contextualized talk 91.30 67.30 79.65
Play description 77.02 45.00 61.47
Maintaining interaction 14.28 22.30 18.18
Contextualized-
decontextualized talk 770 1690 1216
Bridging information 152 10.33 5.79
Psychological states 6.18 6.57 6.37
Decontextualized talk 1.00 15.80 8.19
Judging opinions 52 731 3.82
Predicting outcomes 48 8.49 437
Total talk 100.00 100.00 100.00

(SD=2.03) % UEhtA] wief-guietz) whsto] ke g Yy F ek ) 5H 7} IshE 1.733](SD=3.64), Y13} A} F

BRAZ wstol Al el el Eske] Sy A dstel A < X3 A Z k= 1.573](SD=2.66) = L‘rE}L‘rH
AR TR ¥l AR Bl o2 Yelgth fofe] gdgt gletz] st o] &9 5 Pt ket Ao S
Z ste] a9 9y T Aol o Hid dde = wsto] Sl A st A ApA et HIE-2 AR 2
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A2l ol ‘%i‘r(F=3168 p<.001), H&2-8& F-2 &3}
(F=46.29, p<.001)°llA 25 714 9] L5Edd et 72
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© Aa53 7P8 9] frofoll nlsl mefete] Fol el A
etz thskE o RAsHA ARgsie, =ol Akl tiE
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Table 4. Contextualized, Contextualized-decontextualized, Decontextualized Talk by SES and Gender (N=70)
Varibles sV SS df MS F
SES 7804.76 1 7804.76 45.96***
. Gender 122.19 1 122.19 72
Contextualized talk SES*Gender 6091 1 6091 36
Error 11208.31 66 169.82
SES 2994.10 1 2994.10 31.68***
Plav description Gender 98.46 1 98.46 1.04
Y descrip SESxGender 93.90 1 95B.90 9
Error 6237.06 66 94.50
SES 1130.71 1 1130.71 46.20%*
ntainine interaction Gender 1.28 1 1.28 .05
Maintaining SESxGender 3.56 1 3.56 15
Error 1612.25 66 2443
SES 558.43 1 558.43 52.72%**
Contextualized- Gender 26 1 26 .02
decontextualized talk SESxGender 04 1 04 .00
Error 699.10 66 10.59
SES 242.74 1 242.74 34.14%*
Brideine information Gender 6.37 1 6.37 90
&ng SESxGender 11.92 1 1.92 1.68
Error 469.31 66 711
SES 64.82 1 64.82 20.94%**
Psvcholosical states Gender 4.07 1 4.07 1.31
Y st SESxGender 13.26 1 13.26 4.28*
Error 204.33 66 3.10
SES 709.36 1 709.36 36.59%**
. Gender 3.67 1 3.67 19
Decontextualized talk SESxCender 57 1 57 %
Error 1279.72 66 2443
SES 196.37 1 196.37 18.40***
Judging opinions Gender 6.08 1 6.08 57
udging op SESxGender 499 1 499 47
Error 704.47 66 10.67
SES 159.28 1 159.28 32.18%**
Predicting outcomes Gender 30 1 30 06
& SESxGender 219 1 219 44
Error 326.64 66 495
SES 19212.55 1 19212.55 72.66™**
Gender 74.50 1 74.50 28
Total talk SES*Gender 5240 1 5240 20
Error 17451.27 66 264.41

*p < .05, **p < .001

5H(F=34.14, p<.001), A 2]/ el L3HF=20.94, p<.001)°l| A
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of Hlal mEejete] moldellA Mgty HistE o
HIHEA At dAje] ARE A A3} A=
Wi Alel el el @3 dele o A ARgskTh g
3, <Table 5>0l] A|Ag+ vlo} 2o, frofo] metgmjehx

W F e Bate] A5 fobel AEst Y &
S ol frold HEAG AL Y A0 By
£ zhe) WAE wh TAH O G 99
HES B9 B FEIEA S AASGT. 1 A, A
b kel elofe] Aol THel 25 o
7% oloke] deldd we A5

19, SD=266)7t A&E % clote] el W} 3
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Table 5. Boys and Girls" Psychological States by SES (N=70)

Variables n M SD t
Middle-income 18 1.83 2.09

Boys 191
Low-income 18 .78 1.06
Middle-income 16 3.19 2.66

Girls 438 %+

Low-income 18 .39 50

sy <001

FM=39, SD=50Et} © £ Zo= yehd wd
(t=4.38, p<.001), Fote] Z-fell= 7H4 9
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