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A Study of the Effect of Port Characteristics on the Growth of
Port Cities
—Based on Pyeongtaek and Gwangyang Ports—

Jeoungho Lee - Byungdae Choi

Abstract : The growth of a city requires substantial resources, an appropriate environment,
and the alignment of several factors. City growth also evolves through changes in its history,
culture, economics, societies, groups, and government systems. However, current port city
development plans designed to encourage the growth of local businesses fail to provide the
support needed for both the city and businesses. The recent actions of urban administrations
and federal and local governments have revealed that they have yet to create a mature
decentralized management system, or perhaps have ignored the reality of needing one. Taking a
clear look at the differences between port regions, such as Gwangyang and Pyeongtaek, and
understanding their effect on city growth would be a prudent course of action when preparing
for future developments. The purpose of this study is to determine the relationship between
ports and cities by analyzing the effect of port characteristics on nearby city growth.

This study used a comparison analysis to determine how port characteristics affected the
growth of Pyeongtaek and Gwangyang. One result of this analysis showed that an increase
in the number of goods being imported or exported had a positive effect on the growth of
both port cities, In this respect, an aggressive plan and cooperation between the federal and
local government should occur simultaneously, Furthermore, efficient local policies that focus
on the increase of personnel and material resources should be pursued as a standard
strategy, which would also promote the international status of these locations,

The results of this study show the importance of government cooperation, The federal
government should lead with aggressive strategies that aim to optimize efficiency, while the
local government should provide the necessary assistance and coordination in order to
achieve optimal results,

Key Words : port locational characteristics, port city, Pyeongtaek Port, Gwangyang Port,
multiple regression analysis
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