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An Analysis of Married Women’s Fertility Plans in Korea
Yoo-Jean Song’
Dept. of Sociology, Dong-A University

ABSTRACT

This paper was examined socio-demographic characteristics influencing married women’s
fertility plans in Korea. Few studies have focused on fertility plans by using census data, and
therefore this study employs 2010 census 2% sample data. It focuses on differential
characteristics influencing not only whether women have plans for additional children but also
how many additional children women plan to have. Women’s age, age at marriage, employment
status, number of children, and number of sons are consistently associated with their fertility
plans and planned number of additional children. The educational level is positively related to
plans for additional children for both men and women, and the effect weakens or disappears
with an increase in the planned number of additional children. The result showing consistent
positive effect of the number of sons reflects son preference in Korea. Positive effects of
women’s high educational attainment and employment status on fertility plans may reflect the
importance of economic stability but requires further research.
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Women’s educational level
Middle school degree or less
High school degree
Colleage degree and more

Women’s employment

Men’s educational level
Middle school degree or less
High school degree
Colleage degree and more

Men’s employment status

Paid employee
Unpaid family worker/Self-employed
Self-employed with employees

Seoul and other metropolis city

Mean age of women
Mean age of women at marriage
Mean number of children

Mean number of sons

16.5 (19416)
83.5 (98092)

8.6 (10053)
46.3 (54374)
452 (53081)

45.1 (53027)
54.9 (64481)

7.8 ( 9213)
37.7 (44321)
54.4 (63974)

8.0 ( 9377)
62.9 (73866)
18.6 (21820)
10.6 (12445)

442 (51886)
55.8 (65622)
39.14
25.43
0.93
0.92
117508
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Table 2. A binary logistic regression analysis of

fertility plans

A plan to

have a child

Age
Age at marriage
Women’s educational level
(ref: Middle school degree or less)
High school degree
College degree and more
Women’s employment
(ref: No)
Yes

Men’s educational level
(ref: Middle school degree or less)

High school degree
College degree and more
Men’e employment status
(ref: No job)
Paid employee
Unpaid family worker/Self-employed
Self-employed with employees
Number of children
Number of sons

Area of residence

(ref: Seoul and other metropolis city)

)(2

N

-0.350 =
0.252 ™

0.230
0.352

0.150 ™

0.091
0.209 *

0.104 *
0.047
0.204 =
-0.619 ™
-0.531 ™

-0.008

52603.2%**
117508

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.
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Table 3. A generalized ordered logistic regression analysis of having additional children

0 vs. 0 or I vs. 0orl or?2vs.
1 or more 2 or more 3 or more

Age -0.355 ™ -0.410 ™ -0.455 ™
Age at marriage 0.259 ** 0.317 = 0.317 =
Women’s educational level
(ref: Middle school degree or less)

High school degree 0.243 ™ 0.216 0.438

College degree or more 0.364 ™ 0.328 ™ 0.543
Women’s employment
(ref: No)

Yes 0.152 ™ 0.437 ™ 0.317 ™
Men’s educational level
(ref: Middle school degree or less)

High school degree 0.102 0.095 -0.050

College degree or more 0.230 ™ 0.178 0.032
Men’e employment status
(ref: No job)

Paid employee 0.115 -0.013 -0.102

Unpaid family worker/

Self-employed 0.063 0.044 -0.031

Self-employed with o

employees 0.211 0.144 0.211
Number of children -0.609 ™ -0.247 ™ -0.140 ~
Number of sons -0.532 ™ -0.754 ™ -0.486 ™
Area of residence
(ref: Seoul and other metropolis city) -0.000 001 0059
X’ 55641 %%
N 117508

* p<0.05, ** p<0.01, *** p<0.001.
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