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Abstract

The Korean Legation in Washington, D.C., is a proof that Emperor Kojong of Chosun Dynasty tried to
establish relationship with the U.S. in 1891, that was before the declaration to establish Korean Empire. In that
sense, the building is a historic place. The legation building is a symbolic place attesting to the turbulent history
at the time of 1890 to 1910, when Korea had to suffer the forced treaty with Japan in 1905 and the annexation
into Japan, and then to the 20th century up to the present time, 2014. The legation building can be turned into a
space to host well-planned exhibits to show Korea's history and culture to local residents, foreign visitors to
Washington, D.C., and overseas Koreans. The followings are the basic principles for the future use of the
legation in line with the basic direction. The building’s use should not be limited to museum, but should be
flexible to accommodate various different practical usage. It is necessary to make the Korean Legation building
that can incorporate the characters and the history through modern interpretation of the historicity of the place,
the Korean culture, and historical events. The future usage of the Korean Legation building should enhance the
value as a cultural heritage by linking the interpretation of the historical events and real life shown through

exhibits, performance and people.
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Fig.1 L'Enfant’s plan for Washington D.C

Fig.2 Dupont Circle Fig.3 Rock Creek Liver

Fig4 & 5 Korean Legation in Logan Circle and Chinese
Legation in Dupont Circle (Washington D.C. in 1892)
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Fig.10 No.11-15 Logan Circle
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Fig.15 Openning of Korean Legation in the 1889
Fig.16 Korean Legation & Korean Flag

Fig.17 Korean Legation in the 189314
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KOREAN LEGATION ABLAZE
Early Morning Fire Wrecks Third Story
of the Building.

The third story of the Korean Legation building at
lowa Circle and Thirteenth street was wrecked by fire
yesterday moming. (58P ---The members of the
legation, including the Minster and his family, were in
the lower part of the house when the fire occurred and
did not exhibit the least excitement.2!)
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