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Recognition and acceptance of introduction of paramedic

preceptorship in the clinical practice of paramedic students

Eun-Sook Choi
Department of Emergency Medical Service, Kongju National University
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=Abstract =

Purpose: This study attempts to provide information for developing a preceptorship education program
by analyzing the recognition and acceptance of the introduction of paramedic preceptorship in the
clinical practice of paramedic students in Korea,

Methods: Data were collected from 120 paramedics from December 26, 2013, to February 20, 2014, A
questionnaire consisting 33 questions was administered, and the collected data were analyzed using
SPSS version 21,0,

Results: The overall responses were positive, and the subjects were very interested in the introduction
of paramedic preceptorship in paramedic education and clinical practice settings, The mean score for
preceptorship acceptance was 3,97 on a 5—point Likert scale, In terms of recognition, 59,0% of the 78
subjects were able to explain preceptorship, In terms of acceptance, 85 ,8% of the subjects agreed with
preceptorship and 81,7% considered an effective training method,

Conclusion: Most of the subjects agreed that preceptorship is very important for the education of paramedic

students, The preceptorship education program development will be the basis of clinical practice,
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Table 1. Difference of preceptorship acceptance according to general characteristics of subjects

(N=120)
Preceptor
Characteristics Category N (%) acceptance t/F D
M=*SD

Genders Male 60 (50.0) 4,00+0,57 0.650 .o17
Female 60 (50.0) 3.94+0.40

Age 21~24 years old 45 (387.5) 3.99+0.43 0.051 .950
25~29 years old 54 (45.0) 3.96+0,52
>30 years old 21 (17.5) 3.95+0.57

Scale of hospital igiiremergency medical 1 (9.2  3.95+0.65  1.327  .269
1;{:552;1&1 emergency medical 62 (51.7) 3.9440 50
Emergency domains 33 (27.5) 3.92+0.42
Etc. 14 1L.7m 4,21+0,47

Shift pattern Two shifts 6 (5.0 4.5840.49 5.017 .008
of duties Three shifts 88  (73.3) 3.94+0.49
Day duty 11 (9.2 4004032

Clinical career <2 84 (70.0) 4,01£0,47 1,281 .203

(year)

M+SD=2.50+2.60 > 2 35 (29.2)  3.89+0.54

Working Seoul 28 (23.3) 3.38+0.48 1,234 .298
area Gyeonggi 28 (23.3) 4.02+0.40
Gangweon 14 (11.7) 4.00+0,34
Chungcheong 27 (22.5) 4.11+0.59
Gyeongsang 8 (6.7 4.00+0.65
Gwangju 15 (12.5) 3.90+0.47

EMT number work alone 40 (85.1) 4.01+0. 46 0.125 945
of active duty 2 persons 49  (43.0) 3.96+0.57
3 persons 9 (7.9 4.00+0.50
4 persons 16 (14.0) 3.94+0.40

1 person 7 (5.8 3.83+0,57 1.866 .138
P;‘?pae;i?e“zzi; 9 persons 69 (57.5)  3.67+0.68
>3 persons 44  (36.7) 3.30+0.35
Preceptor acceptance Mean 3.97+0.49

"EMT: Emergency medical technician
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Table 2. Difference of preceptorship acceptance according to status of subjects (N=120)
Preceptorship acceptance
Characteristics Category N (%) t/F D
M=£SD
Sufficiency of Negative 18 (15.0) 4.00+0.42 1.002 370
umver51ty Moderate 62 (51.7) 3.90+0.53
education’ Positive 39 (32.5) 4.04+0.42
Period of { year 20 16.7) 3.89+0.58 0.693 .502
practice experience 1-2 year 70 (58.3) 4,01+0.49
in self—confidence > 3 year 30 (25.0) 3.92+0.46
Credits of 5—10% 33 (27.5) 3.86+0.49 1,182 .320
clinical 11-20% 34 (28.3) 3.96+0.47
practice 21-30% 30 (25.0) 4.00+0.51
> 31% 23 (19.2) 4.11%0.50
Beginning Negative 50 (41.6) 3.85+0.52 2.236 11
practical Moderate 53 (44.2) 4.05+0.46
skills Positive 17 (14.2) 4.06+0.46
Ability of Negative 29 (24.2) 3.95%£0.45 0.053 948
student Moderate 62 (51.7) 3.98+0.50
directing Positive 29 (24.2) 3.97+0.53
Experience of No 41 (34.2) 4.16+0.52 3.129  .002
student directing
M+SD=1,34+2 42 Yes 79 (65.8) 3.84+0.45
Experience of No 65 (54.6) 3.91£0.51 -1.354 178
participation of
education program Yes 54 (45.4) 4.03+0.45

mlssmg value = 1 person

Table 3. Recognition about preceptorship of
subjects (N=120)

Table 4. Acceptance level of preceptorship
of subjects (N=120)

Characteristics Category N (%)
Have you ever heard No 42 (35.0)
about the
preceptorship? Yes 78 (65.0)
If yes, can you explain No 32 (41.0)
the preceptorship? Yes 46 (59.0)
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014]9] zloli= (Table 59} Lt} Aol w2 =
ZAEof thgh QA2 FAF R {3t Aol(p

Characteristics Category N (%
Do you agree with Moderate 17 (14.2)
efficiency of Positive 87 (72.5)
preceptorship? Very positive 16  (13.3)
Negati 1 0.8

Does preceptorship cgative (0.8
will be a better Moderate 21 (17.5)
training Positive 81 (67.5)

hod?

methody Very positive 17  (14.2)
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Table 5. Difference of preceptorship recognition according to status of subjects (N=78)
Preceptorship recognition
Characteristics Category No described(N=82) Described (N=46) X2 D
N (%) N (%)
Genders Male 8 (20.5) 31 (79.5) 13,565 .000
Female 24 (61.5) 15 (38.5)
Age 21~24 years old 18 (60.0) 12 (40.0) 7.987 018
25~29 years old 8 (28.6) 20 (71.4)
>30 years old (26.3) 14 (73.7)
Clinical career (year) <2 27 (51.9) 25 (48.1) 9.059 .003
M£SD=2,59+2 60 59 4 (16.0) 91 (84.0)
Credits of clinical — 5~10% 1 (61.1) 7 (38.9) 11902  .008
practice 11~20% 12 (57.1) 9 (42.9)
21~30% (14.3) 18 (85.7)
> 31% 6 (33.3) 12 (66.7)
Experience of No 20 (48.8) 21 (51.2) 2.647 104
participation in the
clinical training Yes 1 (30.6) 25 (69.4)
Working area Seoul 9 (52.9) 8 (47.1) 7.924 .160
Gyeonggi 8 (53.3) 7 (46.7)
Gangweon 5 (38.5) 8 (61.5)
Chungcheong 7 (50.0) 7 (50.0)
Gyeongsang 2 (25.0) 6 (75.0)
Gwangju 1 (9.1 10 (90.9)
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Table 6. Other analysis (N=120)
1) How did you gain and train your expertise necessary for the Primary Secondary
clinical practice? (N=120) N (%) N (%)
Self learning and experiential repetition 66 (55.0) 46  (39.7)
Practical training and mentoring by senior paramedic 44  (36.7) 30 (25.9)
Regular curricula of the paramedic school 8 (6.7 21 (18.1)
On-—site and/or web—based clinical paramedic programs 2 (17 4 (3.4
Society participation 0 (0.0 15 (12.9)
2) If yes, what are your primary and secondary motives for your Primary Secondary
further study? (N=54) N (%) N (%)
Acquisition of recent advances 30 (56.6) 17 (37.8)
Insufficient and non—systematical self learning 13 (24.5) 12 (26.7)
Insufficient of school education 2 (3.8 9 (20,0
Insufficient of senior education 1 (19 4 (89
Etc, 7 (13.2) 3 (6.7
Primary Secondary
3) If not, what are your primary and secondary reasons? (N=65)
N (%) N (%)
Many kinds of physical, emotional barriers 39  (60.0) 9 (22.5)
Sufficient and systematical self learning 10  (15.4) 6 (15.0)
Sufficient of senior education 8 (12.3) 14  (35.0)
Sufficient of school education 1 (15 3 (7.5
Etc. 7 (10.8) 8 (20.0)
4) What rewards are you want to gain when you are joining the Primary Secondary
preceptorship course primarily and secondarily? (N=120) N (%) N (%)
Heightening the pride and paramedic capabilities 90  (76.3) 17 (15.7)
Financial remuneration 10 (8.5 14 (18.0)
Engage or participate in the paramedic education 10 (8.5 53  (49.1)
Entitle clinical—professor or suitable status 5 (4.2 21 (19.4)
Etc. 3 (2.5) 3 (2.8
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Table 7. The range and level of preceptorship of subjects (N=120)

Characteristics Category N (%)
Do you need any Very negative 1 (0.8
kind of additional Negative 7 (5.8
educations or Moderate 26 (21.7)
trainings? Positive 71 (59.2)
Very positive 15 (12.5)
Certification College, University 35 (29.2)
authority Korean EMT  Association 46 (38.3)
(multiple response) Hospital of university 75 (62.5)
Korean Society of Emergency Medical Services 22 (18.3)
Any 1 (9.2
Etc, 5 (4.2)
Certification Not at all involved 5 (4.2
— private Do not involved 13 (10.9)
Do not know 37 (31.1)
I will involved 55 (46.2)
1 will surely involved 9 (7.6)
Certification Not at all involved (1.7
— free Do not involved 3 (2.5)
Do not know 21 (17.5)
I will involved 64 (53.3)
I will surely involved 30 (25.0)
Period of time for <2 weeks 19 (15.8)
the preceptorship 3~4 weeks 38 (381.7)
training course 1~2 months 25 (20.8)
3~6 months 27 (22.5)
6 months—lyear 11 (9.2
Participate in a Do not involved 6 (5.0
follow—up study Do not know 69 (57.5)
I will involved (contact record: 36 persons) 45 (37.5)

"EMT: Emergency medical technician
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