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Democracy, The Media and Discourse
Politics

Case Study about Media's Intervention in Representing
Labor Strikes

Jong Hwan Choi
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Public opinion has dramatically shifted from positive to negative in Korea society
especially since the IMF crisis. Such terms as 'aristocratic union’', 'collectivism', '"damages
on public interest' became a kind of conventional wisdom. Undoubtedly, media's
representation has much to do with such a tantamount difference. This study thus
attempts to understand the mechanism by analyzing media discourse related to labor
strikes.

For this purpose, this paper made a choice three cases including doctor-pharmacist
dispute, general strike by truckers' solidarity, and Ssangyong Motor's strike. Total 217
editorial pieces of {Donga ilbo) , <Seoul shinmoon) and <Hangyoreh) conceived to be
a representative newspaper of ideological stance were analyzed.

Research showed that while <Donga ilbo) paying particular attention to demoralizing
labor strikes, <Hangyoreh)> shed positive light on such disputes by articulating
fundamental causes hampered by pro-capital policies along with anti-labor law
enforcement. The <Seoul shinmoon)> believed to be relatively a neutral one showed
ambivalent attitudes toward those cases. More favorable and inclusive reporting were
found in accordance with policy shifts as well.

Media's selective partisanship for the sake of private interests is firmly believed to
downgrading credibility on Korean journalism. Also is fair, balanced and less biased
reporting over socal disputes a vital part in crystallizing social consensus. In this
consideration, the authors hoped this study to provide an opportunity to contemplate
on what would be desirable journalistic values in modern democracy.
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