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Relationship between Entrance Qualifications and Academic Performance
of Pharmacy Students

Kwon-Yeon Weon and Sang Hoon Joo”
College of Pharmacy, Catholic University of Daegu, Gyeongbuk 712-702, Korea

Abstract — Background: A new admission procedure was introduced to Korea when Doctor of Pharmacy (Pharm. D.) pro-
gram was first established in 2011. In the new procedure, applicants are reviewed based on quantitative qualifications, which
include Pharmacy Education Eligibility Test (PEET) scores, Test of English for International Communication (TOEIC)
scores, and grade point average (GPA), as well as qualitative qualifications such as essay writing, extracurricular activities
including volunteer experiences. Purpose: This study aimed to find relationships between entrance qualifications and aca-
demic performance of pharmacy students. Method: Entrance qualifications and academic performance of 164 first-year stu-
dents were analyzed from 2011 to 2013 at Catholic University of Daegu. Other characteristics such as age and gender were
also considered in the study. Results: Only GPA and TOEIC scores showed positive Pearson correlation with academic per-
formance, while PEET scores did not. Conclusion: GPA and TOEIC scores could potentially have predictive validity for aca-
demic performance in pharmacy school. PEET scores, however, should simply be considered as pre-entrance qualifications,

without predictive validity for academic performance.
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Table I - First year academic performance based on age and gender differences

Age Academic performance (percentage) Standard deviation t p value
Age 26 or older (N=73) 81.44 6.51

Age below 26 (N=91) 81.47 6.73 ~0.037 0971
Gender Academic performance (percentage) Standard deviation t p value
Male (N=100) 80.28 6.75

Female (N=64) 83.30 5.98 2925 004
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Table II - Correlations between entrance qualifications
GPA TOEIC PEET PEET PEET PEET
(percentage) Biology Chemistry Organic Chemistry Physics
-.001
TOEIC (r=.992) -
. -.191* -.209*
PEET Biology (p=014) (p=.007) -
. -.098 .003 -.132
PEET Chemistry $=.212) $=967)  (=.092) -
. . -1.117 -131 .007 -.055
PEET Organic Chemistry (b=-136) (=090  (=929)  (p=.486) -
. 0.078 -.098 .052 -.021 -.003
PEET Physics (=.323) $=2100 (=507 (p=.785) (=.968) -
Academic performance 0.4033* 0.2124* -0.0301 0.0249 -0.0525 -0.0291
P (=846 x10%)  (p=.0063)  (p=.7017) (p=.7512) (p=.5043) (p=.7111)
* Statistically significant ($<0.05 (5%)).
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