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The Change Process of River Management Policy and the Factors of
Dam and River-mouth Weir’s Problems in Japan
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Abstract : Since the late 1990s, a nationwide movement against dam and river—mouth weir plans in Japan has
been promoted with a movement against a river—mouth weir for the Nagara river(J)RI2JI[). This movement has
been a catalyst for institutional frameworks on the central government's dam and river-mouth weir plans.
Subsequently, water resource and river management policies have entered a new phase, with provinces governors's
participation in "Statements on withdrawal from dam and river—mouth weir; as well as the seizing of power by
the Democratic Party. However, problems with dams and river—-mouth weirs have been confused due to poor
countermeasures from the Democratic Party and to the Liberal Democratic Party(LDP)'s return to power. The
fundamental causes on this situation are the non—establishment of fiscal norms for public projects and the rigidity
of the water-right allocation system in Jananese policy-making processes. To successfully settle future policy on
water resources and rivers, the first priority is to prepare specific institutional frameworks on finance of public
projects and to organize a practical policy coordination system among government organizations. These policy tasks
provide implications for river and water management policy in Korea.

Key Words : river management policy, dam and river—-mouth weir plans, ‘Statements on withdrawal from dam

and river—mouth weiry, policy implication
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