ISSN 1598-1142(Print)

Ut 2E|Q] THFE Ol MAIE ZA| 7HYE 55

http://dx.doi.org/10.7738/JAH.2014.23.3.055

AW EE Y THZE o AAE TA
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Abstract

This paper discusses Leon Battista Alberti’s vision of the paradigmatic city. In his De re aedificatoria, Alberti
proposes how the architecture of both individual buildings and cities should be ordered and embellished.
Borrowing ideas from the ancient writers on one hand, and reflecting on actual urban reality on the other,
Alberti proposes an ideal city where the sacred and the secular come together in hierarchical harmony, beautified
under the principle of ornament. In Book VIII, dealing with secular public works of architecture, he writes about
the composition of a new humanist city that transcends actual reality. Ornament, a central idea of his aesthetics,

supports his conception of the paradigmatic city.
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