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Meaning Making for the Experience of

Retaking College Entrance Examination

Sanghun Lee Taeyun Jung

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

The present study aimed at investigating how those students who retook college entrance examination(or
RCEE) appreciate the experience. For this purpose, three persons from each cell at the 2(satisfaction with
college life: high vs. low) by 2 (evaluation of RCEE: positive vs. negative) combination among those who
participated in Lee and Jung study (2014) were selected and were interviewed. Qualitative data analysis
based on phenomenological approach produced seven categories and 19 subcategories, which were grouped
on the temporal dimension. First, when they were at the midst of this RCEE experience, the college
students saw this as adversity that should be overcome while they underwent a limit of pain they could
bear. Second, the college students evaluated this experience as upgrading my life with wound left unseen.
Finally, they assigned to both of the positive and negative aspects of RCEE experience the meaning that
the experience made them accept themselves as they were. Given these results, implications, limitations of

this study were discussed.

Key words : RCEE experfence, adversity, meaning making, college life, and qualitative research
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