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The Relationship among Parents’ Humor Style, Children’s Emotionality, and
Peer Competence

Hae Shin Hwang - Yeon Kyeung Oh

Department of Family Welfare, Sangmyung University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

The purpose of the present study investigated the types of humor styles of preschool children, as well as the
relationship between parents’ humor styles, their children's emotionality, and peer competence. For this purpose,
the data on parents' humor styles and their children's emotionality and peer competence were collected from
203 children 3-5 years of age who were enrolled in 3 educational institutions for young children in the Seoul
area, and from their parents. Basic statistical calculations including averages, standard deviations, and variances
of the collected data were calculated for the analysis of the humor style of the fathers and mothers, and Pearson
correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between the parents' humor styles and children's
emotionality and peer competence. The results are as follows: it turned out that both fathers and mothers use
social humor most frequently, and fathers use more humor in general than mothers. In addition, the analysis of
the relationship between parents' humor styles and children's emotionality and peer competence showed that
children's emotionality has to do with their mothers' humor styles, whereas children's peer competence has more
to do with their fathers' humor styles. Finally this study found that parents' humor style has an impact on the

development of children and provides a new perspective on positive parenting attitudes.
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Table 1. Demographic and Socioeconomic Characteristics (V=203)

Variable n (%)
Child’s gender Male 107 (52.7)
Female 96 (47.3)
Child’s age (yr) 3 84 (41.4)
4 71 (35.0)
5 48(23.6)
Father’s age (yr) <34 31(17.3)
35-39 87 (42.9)
40-44 55 (27.1)
>45 13 (6.4)
Nonresponse 17 (8.4)
Father’s level of education High school 17 (8.4)
completed College 14 (6.9)
University 95 (46.8)
Graduate school 62 (30.5)
Nonresponse 15(7.4)
Father’s employment Unemployment 00
Labor/service 10 (4.9)
Self/sales 27 (13.3)
Security 8(3.9
Company staff/public official 102 (50.2)
Specialized job 38 (18.7)
Nonresponse 18 (8.9)
Monthly family income <200 5(2.5)
(10,000 Korean won) 200-399 52 (25.6)
400-599 2(35.5)
600-799 42 (20.7)
>800 2(15.8)
Child’s brother No 59 (29.1)
Yes 144 (70.9)
Mother’s age (yr) <34 64 (31.5)
35-39 94 (46.3)
40-44 39 (19.2)
>45 5(2.5)
Nonresponse 1(.5)
Mother’s level of education High school 27 (13.3)
completed College 19 (9.4)
University 103 (50.7)
Graduate school 53 (26.1)
Nonresponse 105
Mother’s employment Unemployment 61 (30.0)
Labor/service 8(3.9)
Self/sales 10 (4.9)
Security 13 (6.4)

Company staff/public official ~ 88 (43.3)

Specialized job 21(10.3)
Nonresponse 2(1.0)
www.fer.or.kr
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Table 2. A Comparison of Fathers’ and Mothers’ Humor Styles

Variable Father Mother t
M (D)
Affiliative humor 3.58 (.57) 3.49 (.64) 1.62
Self-enhancing humor 3.14 (.59) 3.04 (.61) 1.76°
Aggressive humor 2.40 (.54) 2.24 (.48) 3.03"
Self-defeating humor 2.64 (.56) 2.55 (.65) 1.51
Total scale 2.94 (.39) 2.85 (.43) 2.317

'p<.10, “p<.05, "p<.01.
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Table 3. Fathers” Humor Styles According to Personal Characteristics

. Affiliative humor Self-enhancing humor Aggressive humor Self-defeating humor Total scale
Variable n g 9
M (SD)
Age (yr)
<34 31 3.71 (.59) 3.25 (.61) 2.42 (53 2.75 (.50 3.04 (.34)”
35-39 87 3.49 (51) 3.10 (.54) 2.44 (53)° 2.57 (.54)” 2.90 (.36)*"”
40-44 55 3.66 (.62) 3.15 (.61) 2.39 (.56)° 2.80 (.55)°” 3.00 (.42)°”
>45 13 3.51(57) 3.12 (.80) 2.02 (.50)” 2.19 (.55)” 2.71(.38)"
F 1.65 50 2.26' 5.49™ 2.92"
Education completed
High school 17 3.70 (.60) .26 (.51) 2.39 (.58)"” 2.88 (.67) 3.06 (.52)
College 14 3.48 (52) 3.14 (.46) 2.62 (.45)" 2.53 (.44) 2.98 (.23)
University 95 3.55 (.54) 3.07 (.56) 2.46 (.56)™" 2.60 (.58) 2.92 (.39)
Graduate school 62 3.61(.61) 3.21(.66) 2.25(.49)” 2.66 (.51) 2.94(.37)
F 53 .86 2.60" 1.36 54

?"Difference of fathers’ humor style depending on age and education level by Duncan’s test.
p<.10, "p<.05, "'p<.01.

Eejisd BE Goluldt RS HEOoUG=15-20, p 4. OIB{LIS| RHAEIRT} 0FS0| ZA, EAQSAO| ARz
<.056-.01), oFH2|8] FAZA foj= ofE o] Eelf-5 31 v ofHU o] F2Efdwt ofg-o] HAA 9 Eefifi-s/d 1ol o
7F gl Zlem e Heh whlo] AsAE dofiy] ffsto] AdAEA S AR
Table 4. Mothers’ Humor Styles According to Personal Characteristics

Variable ) Affiliative humor Self-enhancing umor Aggressive humor Self-defeating humor Total scale

M (SD)

Age (yr)
<34 64 3.49 (.66) 3.05 (.63) 2.24 (.45) 2.45 (.64)" 2.80 (.41)
35-39 94 3.47 (.64) 2.94 (.61) 2.23 (.55) 2.54 (.68)" 2.81(.46)
40-44 89 3.52 (.55) 3.18 (.54) 2.30 (.39) 2.75 (.64)” 2.94 (.38)
>45 5 3.62 (.36) 3.07 (.24) 1.72 (.66) 1.75 (.45)” 2.50 (.20)
F 12 1.41 1.98 4,117 1.81
Education completed
High school 27 3.28 (51)” 2.88 (.52) 2.19 (.49) 2.38 (.59) 2.67 (.36)
College 19 3.25 (.43)? 3.01 (.57) 2.37 (.35) 2.45 (.54) 2.77 (.27)
University 103 3.51(.66)™" 3.01 (.62) 2.25 (.54) 2.54 (.67) 2.83(42)
Graduate school 53 3.62(.63)" 3.13 (.60) 2.18 (.46) 2.64 (.72) 2.92 (51)
F 2.75" 1.08 74 97 1.91
Income (x10,000 Korean won; US $10.00)
<200 5 3.56 (.16)” 2.56 (.47) 2.09 (.73) 215 (.51) 2.59 (.25)°
200-399 52 3.33 (.60)" 2.94 (.61) 2.20 (51) 2.51(.62) 2.74 (.38
400-599 72 3.41 (.62 3.01 (.61) 2.21 (44) 2.49 (.65) 2.79 (43"
600-799 42 3.67 (57)? 3.18 (.53) 2.30 (.54) 2.64 (.70) 2.95 (.36)"
>800 32 3.62 (.71)” 3.07 (.64) 2.30 (.51) 2.57 (.75) 2.92 (.54)*”
F 2347 1.60 47 .68 218

?*Difference of mothers” humor style depending on age, education level, and income by Duncan’s test.
'p<.10, “p<.05, "p<.01.
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Table 5. The Correlation between the Father's Humor Styles and Children’s Emotionality

Variable Positive emotionality  Negative emotionality
Affiliative humor -.04 .03
Self-enhancing humor -.07 .03
Aggressive humor .04 -.07
Self-defeating humor =01 .00
Total scale -.03 -.01
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Table 6. The Correlation between the Father’s Humor Styles and Children’s Peer Competence

Variable Initiative Prosociality Sociability Peer competence
Affiliative humor 147 14" 22 19
Self-enhancing humor .08 147 .10 A2
Aggressive humor .02 -.03 .02 .00
Self-defeating humor 157 N A7 A7
Total scale 157 147 207 197

<10, “p<.05, "p<.01.
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Table 7. The Correlation between the Mother’s Humor Styles and Children’s Emotionality

Variable Positive emotionality Negative emotionality
Affiliative humor .03 .09
Self-enhancing humor -04 .08
Aggressive humor -.18 .04
Self-defeating humor -.09 .01
Total scale -.10 .07

‘p<.05.
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Table 8. The Correlation between Mother’s Humor styles and Children’s Peer Competence

Variable Initiative Prosociality Sociability Peer competence
Affiliative humor .03 -.03 .05 .02
Self-enhancing humor =03 .03 .04 .02
Aggressive humor -.01 -.01 -.05 -.03
Self-defeating humor =12 -.02 -.10 -.10
Total scale -.04 -.01 -.03 -.32
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