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In order to resolve the decline in population due to low birthrates, the South Korean government is expanding its free child
care policies with an increased budget. In anticipating the effects and problems of our system, it will be worthy of attention to re-
fer to the child care systems of other countries. In this paper, we reviewed the past and present policies and the current situation of the
child care system in North Korea. North Korea started its free child care system earlier than that of South Korea, for the purpose of
utilizing the women’s labor force and rearing children to be revolutionary men of Juche type (Kimilsungism), in order to construct a
communistic society. ‘Child Care Education Law’, which is the legal foundation of the child care system, regulates institutions
for nursery schools and kindergarten and informs people that the country is responsible for support of child care. Despite their
interest and progress in both quantity and quality in the child care system until the 1980s, the free child care system was partially
disrupted, and discrepancies between ideology and actual situation were revealed due to economic difficulties from the 1990s.
Because people’s survival and physical health have been threatened, it is barely possible to find any study investigating the effect
of institutional child care from early childhood and the instillation of unique ideology by group education from the preschool pe-

riod on mental health.
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