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Abstract

Republic of Korea Navy's Long-Term
Development Plan to Acquire Operational

Capabilities at Distant Ocean
- Focused on Introduction of Aircraft Carrier and
Nuclear-powered Submarine -

Kim Jae-Yeop *

Today distant oceans around the world are regarded as a major ‘global
commons’ for international trade and transportation, Korea is not an
exception, because Korea hugely depends on sea lines of communication
(SLOC) for supplying vital commodities such as food and energy resource, As
a result, assuring a free and safe use of distant ocean beyond territory is also
an important agenda for Korea’s maritime security, However there are a
number of challenges for Korea to enjoy a free and safe use of distant ocean;
dangers of regional maritime conflict in East Asia, naval arms race of China
and Japan, and concerns on possible decline of U.S naval presence and
power projection capabilities.

These factors provide a reasonable basis for Republic of Korea Navy
(ROKN) to pursue capabilities for major naval operations at distant ocean in
a long-term perspective toward the year 2030, The introduction of aircraft
carrier and nuclear-powered submarine is a key requirement for achieving
this goal, ROKN needs to acquire a ‘multi-role strategic landing platform’ type
of light aircraft carrier, which takes a role to escort naval task force by

providing air superiority at distant ocean, Additionally nuclear-powered

* Senior Researcher, National Defense Strategy Institute in Hannam University
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submarine will offer ROKN a formidable power to carry out offensive

missions effectively at distant ocean,

Key words: National Military Strategy, Maritime Strategy, Naval Strategy,

Republic of Korea's Naval Capabilities.
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