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Abstract

Cheonan Frigate Incident and Yeonpyeongdo
Shelling by North Korea:
Changing Public Opinion; Strategic Consideration

Sohn Kwang -Joo*

During the four years following the sinking of the Cheonan frigate in
2010, the South Korean public opinion has seen changes in four basic ways,

First, public polls with respect to the cause of the sinking show that 70%
of the people consider North Korea as the culprit, while 20% maintain that it
was not an act carried out by North Korea,

Second, the opinions relative to the cause of the incident seem to vary
according to age difference, generational difference, and educational difference,
From 2011, people in their 20s showed 10% increase in regarding North
Korea as the responsible party, People in their 30s and 40s still have a
tendency not to believe the result of the investigation carried out by the
combined military and civilian group,

Third, the most prominent issue that arose aftermath of the Cheonan
incident is the fact that political inclination and policy preference are
influencing the scientific determination of the cause, In other words, scientific
and logical approach is lacking in the process of determining the factual basis
for the cause. This process is compromised by the inability of the parties
concerned in sorting out what is objective and what is personal opinion, This
confused state of affairs makes it difficult to carry on a healthy, productive

debate,
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Fourth, rumors, propaganda, and disinformation generated by pro-North

Korea Labor Party groups in the internet and SNS are causing considerable

impact in forming the public opinion,

Proposed Strategy

L.

The administration can ascertain public trust by accurately determining
the nature of the provocation based on accurate information in the
early stages of the incident,

Education in scientific, logical, rational methodologyis needed at home,
school, and workplace in order toenhance the people’s ability to seek
factual truths.

In secondary education, the values of freedom, human rights, democracy,
and market economy must be reinforced,

It is necessary for the educational system to teach the facts of North
Korea just as they are,

Fundamental strength of free democratic system must be reinforced, The
conservative, mainstream powers must recognize the importance of
self-sacrifice and societal duties, The progressive political parties must
sever themselves from those groups that take instructions from North
Korea's Labor Party, The progressives must pursue values that are
based on fundamental human rights for all,

Korean unification led by South Korea is the genuine means to achieve
peace in a nuclear-free Korean peninsula, The administration must
recognize that this unification initiative is the beginning of the common
peace and prosperity in the Far East Asia, and must actively pursue

international cooperation in this regard,

Key words: Cheonan Frigate Incident, South Korean changing public opinion,

Strategic Consideration,
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