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Abstract

Trends and Prospects of N. Korea Military
Provocations After the Sinking of
ROKS Cheon-an

Kim Sung-Man*

Even after S, Korea took 5,24 Measure(24 May 2014), N, Korea has not
stopped raising provocations such as the shelling of Yeonpyeong Island,
electronic and cyber attacks, To make matters worse, the communist country
lunched long-range missiles(twice) and conducted 3rd nuclear test, escalating
tensions which could possibly lead to an all-out war, Korean Government
failed to respond properly, However, escalation into an all-out war was
deterred by the CFC immediately carrying out its peacetime duty(CODA), The
US made a rapid dispatch of its augmentation forces(Aircraft carrier,
nuclear-powered submarine, strategic bomber, F-22) to the Korean Peninsula,
In recognition of the importance of the Combined Forces Command, since
May 2013 the Park Geun-Hye Administration has been pushing ahead with
re-postponement of Wartime Operational Control Transfer(which initially
meant the disassembling of the CFC as of 1 December 2015)

More recently, there has been a series of unusual indicators from the North,
Judging from its inventory of 20 nuclear weapons, 1,000 ballistic missiles and
biochemical weapons, it is safe to say that N, Korea has gained at least war
deterrence against S, Korea, Normally a nation with nuclear weapons shrink its

size of conventional forces, but the North is pursuing the opposite, rather

* Retired Vice Admiral, COMROKFLT, Senior Researcher, Korea Research Institute of
Military Affairs, Seoul, Republic of Korea,
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increasing them, In addition, there was a change of war plan by N, Korea in
2010, changing ‘Conquering the Korean Peninsula’ to ‘Negotiation after the
seizure of the Greater Seoul Metropolitan Area(GSMA)' and establishing
detailed plans for wartime projects, The change reflects the chain reaction in
which requests from pro-north groups within the South will lead to the
proclamation of war, Kim, Jeong-Un, leader of N, Korean regime, sent
threatening messages using words such as ‘exercising a nuclear preemptive
strike right' and ‘burning of Seoul’, Nam, Jae-June, Director of National
Intelligence Service, stated that Kim, Jung-Un is throwing big talks, saying
communization of the entire Korean Peninsula will come within the time frame
of 3 years, Kim, Gwan-Jin, Defense Minister, shared an alarming message that
there is a high possibility that the North will raise local provocations or a
full-fledged war whenever while putting much emphasis on defense posture,

As for the response concept of the Korean Government, it has been
decided that ‘ROK - US Combined Local Provocation Counter-Measure’ will be
adopted to act against local provocations from the North, Major provocation
types include A violation of the Northern Limit Line(NLL) with mobilization
of military ships A artillery provocations on Northwestern Islands A low
altitude airborne intrusion A rear infiltration of SOF A local conflicts within
the Military Demarcation Line(MDL) A attacking friendly ships by submarines,
Counter-measures currently established by the US involves the support from
USFK and USFJ, In order to keep the sworn promise, the US is reinforcing
both USFK and USFJ,

An all-out war situation will be met by ‘CFC OPLAN5027 and ‘Tailored
Expansion Deterrence Forces' with the CFC playing a central role, The US
augmentation forces stands at 690,000 troops, some 160 ships, 2,000 aircraft
and this comprise 50% of US total forces, which is estimated to be ninefold
of Korean forces, The CFC needs to be in center in handling both local
provocations and an all-out war situation,

However, the combat power of S, Korean conventional forces is
approximately around 80% of that of N, Korea, which has been confirmed

from comments made by Kim, Gwan-Jin, Defense Minister, during an
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interpellation session at the National Assembly, This means that S, Korean
forces are not much growing, In particular, asymmetric capabilities of the
North is posing a serious threat to the South including WMD, cyber warfare
forces, SOF, forces targeting 5 Northwestern Islands, sub-surface and amphibious
assault forces, The presence of such threats urgently requires immediate
complementary efforts,

For complementary efforts, the Korean Government should consider (D
reinforcement of Korean forces; putting a stoppage to shrinking military,
acquisition of adequate defense budget, building a missile defense and
military leadership structure validity review, (2) implementation of military
tasks against the North; disciplinary measures on the sinking of ROKS
Cheon-an/shelling of Yeonpyeong Islands, arrangement of inter-Korean
military agreements, drawing lessons from studies on the correlation between
aid for N, Korea, execution of inter-Korean Summit and provocations from
the North, and (3 bolstering the ROK - US alliance; disregarding wartime
operational control transfer plan(disassembling of CFC) and creation of a

combined division,

Key words: Northeast Asia Security, WMD threat, North Korea's Brinksmanship,
ROK-US Security Alliance, The Korean Peninsula’s Security,
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