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<{Abstract>

Study on the Meaning of ‘Side’ in Geometry and Methods of its Introduction
in Mathematics Textbook

Kim, Soomi3

This study starts with the idea that Korean mathematical word ’byon’ which means
'side’ of polygons or angles is very ambiguous. The purpose of this study is to make the
concept and range of 'byon’ clear and to suggest the ideas which can help children
understand the concept of ’'byon’. For this, various dictionary and the past Korean
mathematics curriculums are reviewed. As a result, two attributes ’'byon’ has are
identified and some reasons which block children from understanding 'byon’ are detected
in its introduction method of mathematics text books and inkhorn of the mathematical
term. Finally, two different ideas for helping children understand the concept 'byon’ are
suggested based on the conclusion of this research.

Key words: side, side of quadrilateral, side of triangle, side of angle
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