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<{Abstract>

Changes in Describing and Commenting on Elementary Mathematics Instruction
by Prospective Teachers

Pang, JeongSuk®

Although teacher preparation programs are important for prospective teachers to build
a foundation of teaching expertise, there has been lack of research in this area. This
paper analyzed in what ways prospective teachers’ ability in describing and commenting
on elementary mathematics instruction has been changed while they were taking in the
course of teaching elementary school mathematics. The results of this study showed that
in late description the teachers tended to notice the core flow of a lesson and the use
of instructional strategies appropriate to the mathematical content to be taught. They
also tended to comment on instructional strategies and mathematical discourse from the
teacher’s perspective and evaluated them without alternative approaches. A noticeable
change occurred in late comments wherein prospective teachers considered both the
teacher and students, supported their comments by theories they had learned through the
course, and interpreted the classroom events they had noticed. Building on these results,
this paper closes with implications of teacher education programs to enhance prospective
teachers’ ability to analyze elementary mathematics lessons.

Key words: pre-service teacher education, description of lesson, comment on lesson,
elementary mathematics instruction
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