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A Study on the Working Poor among Korean Echo Boomers
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to identify the current status of the working poor and the factors that are influential
to the working poor among echo boomers. This study is a secondary analysis using the data from the 7th
analysis of the 2012 Korea Welfare Panel Survey, conducted by Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs. This
analysis considered Korean echo boomers born between 1979 and 1985. In our final analysis, we used 1,226
echo boomers who had the ability to work. For the analysis, the SAS/PC statistical program ver. 9.3 was utilized.
The research findings are as follows; Firstly, of the working poor among the echo boomers, only 22% were in the
state of poverty. Secondly, more echo boomers living in a metropolitan city, city, gun/urban-rural area and district
than those in the Seoul were categorized as among the working poor; the same was true for those who lived in
a free house than in a leased room or a room that was rented by the month. Thirdly, more echo boomers whose
education level was high school graduate or less rather than college graduate or less or university graduate or
more were categorized as among the working poor; this was also true for echo boomers whose employment
type was temporary employment, self-employment, or unemployment rather than a full-time job.
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Table 1. Measurements of Variables

Variable Measurement

Dependent variable

Working poor 1, poverty; 0, non—poverty
Independent variable

Sociodemographic factor

Gender 1, male; 0, female

Age years old

Marital status 1, married; 0, single

Residential area 1, Seoul; 2, metropolitan city; 3, city: 4, gun/urban-rural area

Type of residence 1, owner-occupied; 2, yearly rent: 3, monthly rent; 4, others/free of charge

Housing poverty 1, housing deprivation; 0, non—housing deprivation
Human capital factor

Education level 1, high school graduate or less; 2, college graduate or less; 3, university graduate or more

Health condition 1, not healthy at all; 2, not healthy; 3, average; 4, healthy; 5, very healthy
Labor market factor

Type of employment 1, full-time; 2, temporary employment; 3, self-employed; 4, unemployment

Type of vocation 1, management and profession; 2, office work; 3, service and sales; 4, technician and assembler; 5, agriculture and fishery and

labor work; 6, unemployed
Type of business 1, manufacturing; 2, business service; 3, distribution service; 4, public service; 5, personal service; 6, others
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o 9l Z o= ZAalrt, B, FEAL 1%, ARIARD, SEANA(EL, 85, B4
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Table 2. General Characteristics of Echo Boomers (V=1,226) L2 OF 10%, wold] - thele 7] oF 89 &0 2 LERdTh o
Variable Category N (%) = Al i) of 21%2 7P ke, theo = fre v
Sociodemographic factor 27} OF 21%, 7HQIABIZ OF 17%, -5-5-48]2 oF 16%, AFaA1H]
Gender Female 521 (42.46) A OF 149, 71E} 9F 11% 4=0 & LFElydtt
Male 705 (57.54)
Age (yr), mean (SD) 30.08 (2.52)
Marital status Single 839 (68.40)
Married 387 (31.60) oq1z4T71
oL
Residential area Seoul 327 (26.65) I_?- = l-
Metropolitan city 276 (22.51)
TRl IRMIR JIE
City 533 (43.45) 1. dERme == d
Gun/urban-rural area 90 (7.39) of s o] LRI o] LS AT i 7o ohAf FERIAS
Type of residence Owner-occupied 125 (10.19) sholalgieh, HIaLAle] AL Kim S[26]8 77|20 ® 71A)h
Yearly rent 191 (15.59)
ANE QO] ZOoIAE 746 H]aLo Z5lod o 3
Monthly rent 126 (10.32) 50 G145 s0%nRis]l A5 wiom heigion, Kim
Others/free of charge 784 (63.90) [14]9] 17t A= 7S] SA5Y 60%0]81e] 785 vl
Housing poverty Non-housing deprivation 1174 (95.75) o & 715193, Choi [4]9] 7 2| A AR 2] 120%2 Hlatad
Housing deprivation 52 (4.25) oo Blaslol T Sl W ol N hnlo
= 3 = ASY A
Human capital factor o= =0 O] Mq AIRY \_?_E'_‘ 7]—1—§4 i \__?_oﬂ A]\__ Oﬂ-l—‘r Eﬂ"]
Education level High school graduate or less 227 (18.49) Meld2AaEo] SYAES 50%v|We] A& RlaLo g 71Es}
Colllege.graduate or less 335 (27.37) R om ¥IAL Taple 39] 2912 BEoja A3} of| T
University graduate or more 664 (54.14) = o
Health condition, mean (SD) 4.22 (.82) H QIR ASE oF A Bt 2,155WH0I2laL, SRk
Labor market factor 743t 2,0979Hl0] e}, wheta] o FRue] RIS ol
Type of employment Full-time 709 (57.81) _ELE A'Ef‘o‘l %‘gﬂi}é} 50921 ﬁz_‘_’ %'E’ 1’048.5‘?_]_‘-%]_O]U4’ 7H(1)_]_E'
Temporary employment 304 (24.83) o
= ol 5 z R A ar Z
Self-employed 85 (6.96) BA50] RN ofsiel A RN IERIMA 230l
Unemployment 128 (10.40) 7 v|LEulato g Askoirt
Type of vocation Management and professional 354 (28.91) o T O] TLRHIL o Hol Aol R ASL Bolsh Als
Office work 325 (26.52)
Service and sales 173 (14.09) Table 42} At} TERITE] Aefo] Q= o a5 m= oF 22%% ©
Technician and assembler 147 (11.99) ] LEylaro] Abejol| 9)A] oFo- o FEnis ok 78%%tE o]y
Agriculture and fishery and labor work 99 (8.09) . - - .
} AT 220 Ao 2 L u] TAEE o] SLE) =
Unemployed 128 (10.40) ot Avl= JdS-S ol TEHIAE S A5et Kim 5126
Type of business Manufacturing 262 (21.38) ©] 20114 15-34A] FET=RITLEC] 3.9%, 25—-344] A d=
gf‘s"?ssslse”"ce. ;g; E;(SJS;; SHIIEEO] 3.5%%] g-Aut ) Ads] 2 vlEoln, Hoirl
istribution service . N
: ) T2 Aleste] oalulel AR SLanar=o 5 o
Euliliie sanviee 196 (15.96) 2E ARgsto] -ujutet A LRSS A5e Choi [4]9]
Personal service 204 (16.64) Qg 12% R} =2 vlgolth, Hhd gkt F2R1at5-0] vl
Others 140 (11.44) o|= oItk Kim [14]9) 20054 A=t vholo] Hlaigo] 21.25%
Table 3. Personal Income of Echo Boomers (N=1,226)
Personal income 25% Median 75% Maximum Mean SD
(10,000 won) 1,185 2,097 2,998 7,600 2,155.22 1,718
Table 4. Income Characteristics of Working Poor among Echo Boomers (N=1,226)
Devend bl Non-poverty Poverty
t vari
ependent variable N (%) Mean (D) N (%) Mean (SD)
Working poor 958 (78.14) - 268 (21.86) -

Personal income -

2,648.7 (1,400.4) -

391.4 (478.0)
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Table 5. General Characteristics of Working Poor among Echo Boomers (V=1,226)

2. ol oe] YHE Saol 2 Z2uiE
o sy o] Uuba] EAo] ki eyl Alef Table 59}
. SR oaine] BAS HRENE ofsiiule] By
3 ] As, ABQ1EE 80 % Eelie, A%AE, 7
TR, AR 20 B WERE, WBAY 89 B wER,
29, Qo] folulat Aol S Lekict
WA Eolaele] A9 aul omiin B nlExte] Hlgol

Non-poverty (V=958) Poverty (V=268)

. 2
Variable Category N o N o it
Sociodemographic factor
Gender Female 397 41.42 124 46.18 1.94
Male 561 59.58 144 53.82
Age (yr), mean (SD) 30.12 2.52 29.96 2.53 .92
Marital status Single 639 66.68 200 74.53 5.97°
Married 319 33.32 68 25.47
Residential area Seoul 277 28.95 29 18.44 13.44”
Metropolitan city 203 21.18 73 27.26
City an 42.89 122 45.45
Gun/urban-rural area 67 6.98 24 8.85
Type of residence Owner-occupied 98 10.25 27 9.94 35.20
Yearly rent 172 18.00 19 7.00
Monthly rent 13 11.74 14 5.25
Others/free of charge 575 60.01 208 77.81
Housing poverty Non-housing deprivation 913 95.30 261 97.34 2.14
Housing deprivation 45 4.70 7 2.66
Human capital factors
Education level High school graduate or less 158 16.48 69 25.67 17.22"
College graduate or less 283 29.55 52 19.57
University graduate or more 517 53.97 147 54.77
Health condition, mean (SD) 4.24 81 4.16 0.84 1.37
Labor market factors
Type of employment Full-time 669 69.85 39 14.74 450.89™
Temporary employment 219 22.84 86 31.94
Self-employed 54 5.66 31 11.61
Unemployment 16 1.64 12 41.71
Type of vocation Management and professional 308 32.14 47 17.36 378.27"
Office work 294 30.68 31 11.66
Service and sales 134 13.97 39 14.53
Technician and assembler 131 13.68 16 5.95
Agriculture and fishery and labor work 75 7.89 23 8.79
Unemployed 16 1.64 12 41.71
Type of business Manufacturing 232 24.17 31 11.43 367.72"
Business service 153 15.96 14 5.21
Distribution service 224 23.42 33 12.18
Public service 159 16.55 37 13.85
Personal service 169 17.69 34 12.88
Others 21 2.21 119 44.44
'p<.05, “p<.01, "p<.001.
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LERIE o IR O] BlFo] =& Alow veptt RNt o] A - A8A 90 HIGS A 7|0 Hlatk A8yl
SR BIEERIR o Lo Bl |e) - el Agsh= Wl oF fARSHA| ERIeto] BlTkERITof vl Lmf-go] et
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wow, ojefgh e o] Wi RRlate) &8k Ve A& QAL 729 BSS mulgto] vt H]S| vl =
Table 6. Influential Factors for the Working Poor among Echo Boomers (V=1,226)
Model [ Model [ Model I Model IV Model V
Variable Category B(SE)  Odds B(SE)  0dds B(SE)  Odds B(SE)  Odds B(5f)  Odds
ratio ratio ratio ratio ratio
Gender -301(146) 074 -302(145) 074 -.636(.187)" 530 -.869(.189)" 419 -.691(183)" 501
Age (yr) 014(039) 1.014 .030(.038)  1.030 041(048)  1.042 092 (047 1.0% 058 (.047)  1.060
Marital status 081(.238)  1.085 310232 1.140 S571(294) 1770 413(273) 151 486(.264)  1.625
Residential area (Seoul) Metropolitan city 676(213" 967 689(211)"  1.992 818(279)"  2.265 735027007 2.085 773(264)" 2165
City 487(.194) 628 536(.193)"  1.709 793 (250)"  2.209 855(.248) 2350 838 (2400 2312
Gun/urban-rural area J53(301) 2123 J7(297) 2.049 571(406) 1769 J01(389)  2.016 275(397) 1316
Type of residence (others/free of charge) ~ Owner-occupied -503(315) 553 -.601(309 548 -463(369 630 -476(347) 621 -615(340 541
Yearly rent -1.359(309 257 -1374(306)" .253 -1.031(366)" 357 -1.086(345)" 3387  -1.126(335)" 324
Monthly rent -1.286(334)" 276 -1.134(328)" 322 -944 (408) 389 -79(364) 487 -674(357) 510
Housing poverty 016(452)  1.016 004 (447)  1.099 203(498) 1225 058 (467)  1.060 207 (461) 1230
Education level (high school graduate o less) College graduate or less -993 (219)" 3N
University graduate or more =513 (.182)" 599
Health condition -135(109) 874
Type of employment (full-time) Temporary employment 1.843(212 6316
Self-employed 2.327(295" 10246
Unemployment 4.945(333)" 140455
Type of vocation (agriculture and fishery and Management and profession -788(304)" 455
[abor work) Office work -1310(323)" 210
Service and sales -.097(313) 908
Technician and assembler -848(367)° 428
Unemployed 3.293(378)" 26915
Type of business (public service) Manufacturing -452(277) 636
Business service -833 (343 435
Distribution service -256(272) 774
Personal service -155(.268) 8%
Others 3.469 (325" 32.134
Intercept -1.147(1.181) -1.613(1.242) -4.267 (1.456)" -3.926(1.416)" -3.445 (1.418)
-2 Log likelihood 1,209.307 1,228.762 836.301 920.047 932.735
Chi-square 78.648™ 59.193™ 451654 367.908" 355.220"

p<.05, "p<.01, "p<.001.
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