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Study of Subjective View on the Meaning of Well-dying Held
by Medical Practitioners and Nursing Students:
Based on Q-Methodology

Seon Young Kim, M.S.W., R.N., Sung Soun Hur, M.S., RN.* and Boon Han Kim, PhD."

Department of Nursing Science, Shingyeong University, Hwaseong, *Doctor’s Course at College of Nursing,
Hanyang University, ' College of Nursing, Hanyang University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: This study was conducted to examine understanding of the meaning of well-dying and types of such
views held by medical practitioners and nursing students. Methods: The Q-methodology was used to analyze the
subjectivity of each item. The P-sample was made up of 22 medical practitioners or nursing students. The P-sample
was instructed to rate 33 statements using a 7-point scale to obtain forced normal distribution. They were asked
to make extra comments on the statements that were placed on both ends of the distribution curve. The
PC-QUANL Program was used for the factor analysis of the collected data. Results: The participants had three
types of meaning of well-dying. Total variance explained by these types was 57.97%” where type 1 was
“reality-oriented”, type 2 “relationship-oriented” and type 3 “obeying-the-nature”. Conclusion: The participants’
subjective views on well-dying influences their medical practice on patients who are facing death. Therefore, medical
practitioners should have profound insights concerning life and death. To that end, a training program is needed
to help medical practitioners develop a proper view on well-dying by subjectivity type.

Key Words: Death, Terminal Care, Nurse practitioners, Nursing student
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Table 2, Eigen Values, Variance, and Cumulative Percentage.
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Table 3, Correlation between Types.

Type 1 Type 2 Type 3 Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
Eigen value 9.3492 1.8463 1.557 Type 1 1.000
Variance % 0.425 0.0839 0.0708 Type 2 0.588 1.000
Cumulative 0.425 0.5089 0.5797 Type 3 0.457 0.478 1.000
Table 4. Types, Factor Weights, Demographic Characteristics for P-Sample (N=22).
Types Name FWS Job Gender  Age Ha\iigg : E errience of The subject of death
religion  indirect death
Type 1 (n=5) P@Q@ 1.0943 RN F 32 Yes Yes Patient/Family Member/Kinfolk
reality-oriented K@@ 27026 RN F 24 No Yes Patient
P@@ 1.387 RN F 26 Yes Yes Kinfolk
K@@ 3.4112  Student F 20 Yes Yes Family member
Ch.@@ 1.6238  Student F 22 No No -
Type 2 (n=11) Ko@ 0.6489 RN F 27 Yes Yes Kinfolk
relationship-oriented H@@ 1.0691 RN F 29 Yes Yes Family member
P@@ 0.75 Doctor M 29 Yes Yes Patient/Family member/Kinfolk
L@ 0.7134 RN F 28 No No -
L@@ 1.4033  Doctor F 28 Yes No -
Y@@ 0.7432  Student F 19 No Yes Family member
K@@ 1.1901  Student F 19 No Yes Family member
He@ 0.6156  Student F 19 No Yes Kinfolk
L@@ 1.8483  Student F 20 Yes Yes Kinfolk
Sh@@ 1.3791  Student F 19 Yes Yes Patient/Family member/Kinfolk
K@@ 2.195 Student F 20 Yes Yes Family member
Type 3 (n=6) S@@ 1.3042 RN F 35 Yes Yes Family member
obeying-the-nature K@@ 0.7443 RN F 31 Yes Yes Patient/Family member
K@@ 0.7007 RN F 28 Yes Yes Patient/Family member/Kinfolk
Oh@@ 0.9071  Student F 20 Yes Yes Kinfolk
H@@ 0.5234  Student F 21 Yes Yes Kinfolk
A@@ 1.5035  Student F 20 No No -

FWS: factor weight score, RN: Registered Nurse, F: female, M: male.
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Table 5. Q-Sample and Z-Score according to Types (N=22).
Z-Score
Q-Statement Type 1 Type 2 Type 3
(n=5) (n=11) (n=06)
1 To die peacefully with no pain while sleeping L5 0.7 0.4
2 To not burden the people around me 0.7 0.2 —0.2
3 To promise donating my internal organs and cornea after death —0.8 0.8 —1.7
4 Well-dying is not necessary since nothing is value after death —1.7 —1.7 —1.8
5  To forgive and to reconcile with family members and friends before death 0.1 1.5 0
6  To die without any burden of worrying about medical bills and economic situation 1.8 0.5 —0.4
7 To die not in an ugly manner, but in a beautiful manner 1.6 0.9 —0.5
8  To die at a comfortable place such as home, not at a hospital 1.2 1.1 0.1
9  To die after achieving one’s lifelong dreams 0.7 1.8 0.4
10 To not die away from home 0.8 0.6 1.1
11 To accept death with dignity —0.1 0.4 1
12 To die naturally after aging 0.7 0.3 )
13 To have peace of mind until the moment of death 1.3 1.1 0.8
14 To leave this world quietly after having done people favors while getting old enough —0.6 1.3 —0.3
15  To end my life for myself without being killed 0.7 —0.2 0.7
16  To die without the peace of mind because of one’s sins is not a good way to die 0.1 0.4 1.2
17  Wrongful death is not a desirable death 0.6 0.2 1.3
18  Well dying is to be prepared since young age —15 —0.9 —0.5
19 It is desirable to have a sudden death during the best years of one’s life —1.9 —14 —2.1
20  To die with my family’s care —13 —0.5 1
21 I think those who kill themselves are courageous —1 —23 —0.7
22 To make myself and my family prepare for my death —0.6 1.2 1.5
23 I think that people with religion die comfortably because they have hope for heaven —0.7 —0.6 —0.6
24 To get help from experts while dying —0.5 —0.9 0.2
25  To die with the conviction of going to heaven —14 —0.8 —15
26 My own death is one of the matters I do not want to consider 0.7 —1.1 —04
27  Funeral rituals or memorials are solemn processes for showing respect for the late —0.3 0.2 —0.1
28  Euthanasia is one of the desirable deaths —0.3 —1.1 0.6
29  To die after resolving all of my concerns with my surroundings 0.4 1 0.5
30 To die before any of my children dies —0.3 —0.1 0.7
31  Not to lose my consciousness and keep my balance until death 0.8 —0.7 —1.2
32 The family members and doctors should tell me the exact status of my health 0.4 —0.2 0.9
33 It is desirable for my doctor or family members not to tell the truth about my health status —1.2 —15 —1.7
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