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New Regional Geography in Korea:
(1) Context of Development, Research Trend and Prospect™
Choi, Byung-Doo™**
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Abstract : The concern on new regional geography in Korea has emerged in the 1990s under the influence of
paradigm shift of Western geography, that is, the withering of positivist geography and the introduction of grand
social theories into geography. New regional geography in Korea also seems to have developed in the rapidly
changing process of glocalization of capitalism which has accompanied with the transformation toward
post—Fordism with high—tech innovation, development of transportation and communication technology with
time—space compression, and increasing social and cultural mobility with change of identity. But it can be pointed
out that discussion on methodology for regional geography in Korea has been shrunken since the mid 2000s, and
there has been relatively little empirical research with synthetic approach to region. But more concern on
methodology in terms of place, territory, network, scale, etc. rather than the concept of region itself has increased,
and empirical researches on regions in specific fields of human geography have been promoted. It is argued that
the traditional distinction between synthetic and analytic approaches seems no longer significant. But geographers
need to extend the concept of region in relation to other diverse spatial concepts, and to purse simultaneously
structural analysis on glocalization process and practical strategies responding positively to the process.

Key Words : new regional geography in Korea, methodology for regional research, empirical study on region.
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