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Understanding Lacan's Psychology through the Mathematical
Concepts and its Application

Kim, Jae-Ryong
Department of Mathematics, Colledge of Natural Science
Kookmin University, Seoul 136-702 Korea
E-mail : kimjr@kookmin.ac.kr

Lacan gives an explanation on our real actual world by the concepts the "Real", the "Imaginary" and the
"Symbolic". Although this three registers are not far from each other, they never can be unified. Among animals, only
human has interest in the "truth". The concept of truth is discussed and debated in several contexts, including
philosophy and religion. Many human activities depend upon the concept, which is assumed rather than a subject of
discussion, including science, law, and everyday life.

Language and words are a means by which humans convey information to one another, and the method used to
determine what is a "truth" is termed a criterion of truth.

Accepting then that "language is the basic social institution in the sense that all others presuppose language",
Lacan found in Ferdinand de Saussure's linguistic division of the verbal sign between signifier and signified a new key
to the Freudian understanding that "his therapeutic method was 'a talking cure".

The purpose of this paper is to understand Lacan's psychology and psychoanalysis by using the mathematical
concepts and mathematical models, especially geometrical and topological models. And re-explanation of the symbolic
model and symbols can help students understand new ideas and concepts in the educational scene.

* /DM Classification : C38, C58, E49, M78
* 2000 Mathematics Subject Classification : 97C50
* Key Words : Lacan, Psychoanalysis, Structuralism, the "Imaginary”, the "Symbolic”. Mathematical Concepts. Topology.





