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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Modes of Human Communication Reflected
in the Korean Novels of Late Chosun Dynasty

Baek Chae’

This paper analyzed how people of Late Chosun Dynasty communicated through the 8 Korean
novels with the assumption that the fictitious world of novels reflect the social circumstances of
that time. In oral communication, hierarchical relationship of kin was the most important variable.
Between strangers social status was the most important variable. The communication between people
and the authorities was performed mostly by oral because the majority of people were illiterate.
In village community, information on the common interest diffused by oral communication in bank
of stream, parish pump and auberges. Through this process the public opinion of community was
formed. In media communication diverse patterns were performed, such as letters, written materials,
and diary. Contrary to the western culture, it was analyzed that written material was taken more
reliable than oral communication. The fact that reading diaries of others were permitted showed
that the concept of privacy had not existed yet. Books were used for the purposes of education
and leisure. In conclusion it can be said that the communication of people in Late Chosun Dynasty
was mainly by oral communication and supplemented by written materials.

Keywords: communication history, Chosun Dynasty, people, haman communication, oral communication,
group communication, mediated communication
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