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How Does Photography Represent
Death?

Hyoungil Joo
Professor, Dept. of Media and Communication, Yeungnam University

Photography is frequently associated with the death because it seems to remind us of
our own mortality by representing the dead people. The indexical character of
photography reinforces this association. Photography is used in many ceremonial
activities and medias to represent death. Five types of death photography can be
differentiated: funeral portrait, post-mortem photography, conflict and disaster
photography, death penalty photography, anatomic and forensic photography. These
death photographies serve for four individual and social purposes: mourning and
remembrance, resistance and struggle, rule and domination, disclosure and accusation.

KEYW O RD S funeral portrait, post-mortem photography, conflict and disaster
photography, death penalty photography, anatomic and forensic photography





