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A Study on the Modes of Human
Communication Reflected in the

New-style Novels of the Korean

Enlightenment Era

Baek Chae
Professor, Department of Communication, Pusan National University

This paper analyzed the modes of human communication of the Korean enlightenment
era through 9 new-style novels with the assumption that the fictitious world of novels
reflect the social realities of that time. The most noticeable fact was that the
communication environment of that time were remarkably diversified with the new
media, such as newspaper, printed book, postal system, telegraph, telephone, and
photo. But the communication of most people was mainly relied on traditional oral
communication. In oral communication the hierarchical relationship and age were the
most important variable as usual but the formality and etiquette were weakened than
Late Chosun Dynasty. The distribution of written culture was enlarged especially by
women and lower class. The contact with the foreign cultures which had become
possible after the opening of ports brought about intercultural communication. In
conclusion it can be said that the communication of people in the enlightenment era was
mainly by oral communication but the reliance on the media was enlarged gradually.

KEYWORDS communication history, the enlightenment era, people, human
communication, oral communication, group communication, mediated communication





