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The Influence of Children’s Independent Picture Book Reading on Reading Activity:

The

Effect of Mother-children Interaction
Kim Young Hee - Park Ji Hyun""

Dept. of Child & Family Welfare, Hankyong National University, Ansung, Korea
Dept. of Child Psychology and Education Sungkyunkwan University, Seoul, Korea""

ABSTRACT

This study analyzes whether children’s independent picture book reading affects their reading
activities and whether the mother-child interaction during this reading improves their reading
activities. The study provides basic data and policy implications for developing children’s reading

ability. Data were collected

from a sample of 192 children aged 4 and 5 in Seoul and Anseong,

where a survey of their mothers as well as their nursery school teachers was conducted. Variables
of interest were analyzed through a correlation analysis and a hierarchical regression analysis,
First, children’s reading recognized by their mothers was bipolarized as “very high” or “very
low”. Second, children’s reading activity had a significant positive relationship with independent
reading, indicating that children active in independent reading were likely to develop their,
reading ability. Third, in addition to independent reading, the mother-child interaction had a
significant positive effect on children’s-reading ability, indicating the importance of the mother’s
role in developing the child’s reading ability.

Key words: picture book, independent reading, reading activity, mother-child interaction
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics for respondents
Mother’s education level Children
Education Frequency % Frequency %
Less than high school 35 20.0 Male 87 43
Sex Female 104 54.5
Community college 52 29.7 Total 191 100.0
College 68 389 Seoul 95 53.4
Graduate school 20 11.4 Region Anseong 83 46.6
Total 175 100.0 Total 178 100.0

Note: The total number of respondents is different because of missing data.
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Table 2. Reading activity based on curiosity about

words
Frequency(%)
Trying to read familiar words-but
failing from time to time 72 37.3)
Reading familiar words well 23( 12.0)
Reading even unfamiliar words 22( 11.5)
Reading even something other than
words 75( 39.1)
Total 192(100.0)

OE P g FHE Yehils AxeA 2
g7lol gk A4S BE3IA AL ge AEE
AR st} ZARGE RIEE Table 30 A E]skdch 7t
A AFH0 NS &3 PEA IS A
H7E S ek 80l 45.4%7F UEhd vH,
Ao tiste] BAlo] 1Tk(6.6%) ¢} Tt B

Table 3. Reading activity based on the level of
interest in reading books

Frequency(%)
No interest in books 10( 6.6)
Reading only books read
. 36( 23.7)
by friends
Reading only a few books
. 37( 24.3)
of interest
Enjoying a variety of books 69( 45.4)
Total 152(100.0)
D) frobel F= 47 BF A=

B ZAY frotee 288 E2871E A
BA ZATA ol 63.9%7F Wi 28 9)AY
(30.6%) 1Yl 3~43] A& T2 ¢}=T+aL(33.3%)
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Hoz fobgel &2 97 BE WS} 2L 5
24e ¢ F AT

Table 4. Children’s independent reading

Frequency(%)

Reading rarely 16( 8.8)
1 or 2 times a month 14( 7.8)
one a week 35( 19.4)
3 or 4 times a week 60( 33.3)
Everyday 55( 30.6)

Total 180(100.0)
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Table 69 YA 3|7 A5 HHEH, HA |
GAN A Frobe] Aol & F( £=.181, p<.05)
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Table 5. Correlations and descriptive statistics for variables

1 2 3 4 5
1. Sex of the child® 1
2. Age of the child in months .042 1
3. Reading activity 172" 601" 1
4. Independent reading 150" 209" 362" 1
5. Mother - child interaction -152° -.003 135 2817 1
Mean 1.540 67.490 5.632 3.690 11.596
Standard deviation 499 6.638 2.090 1.234 2.330

Sex: 1=male; O=female.
p <05. Tp <01, p <001
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Table 6. A hierarchical regression analysis of children’s
picture book reading

Reading activity
Model 1 Model 2 Model 3

e Pre e

Sex of the child® .181 167 167

Age of the child in « X o
S15 .536 .536

months

Independent reading 2557 2557

Mother-children -

. . 135

interaction

R’ 376 403 427

F 42834 31538 25477

*Sex: 1=male; O=female.
p<.05, "p<.01 , "p<.001.
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