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ABSTRACT

This study explores supportive and conflictual network structures of elderly single and couple
households and analyzes the effects of supportive and conflictual networks on suicidal thoughts
by gender and family type. The analysis considered a sample of 522 individuals over the age
of 60 who did not live with their adult children. The statistical methods used to analyze data
were descriptive statistics, a t-test, a chi-square test and a regression analysis using SPSS WIN
20.0. The results are as follows. First, men and elderly single households had support networks
that were smaller than those of women and elderly couple households. The conflictual network
of elderly couples households was larger than that of elderly single households. In addition, the
larger the network, the more the conflictual was. Second, elderly single households thought about
suicide more often than elderly couple households. Third, economic status, the number of adult
children, the size of conflictual network and subjective health had considerable influence on
suicidal thoughts of elderly single and couple households. The size of the conflictual network
had a greater effect on suicidal thoughts of elderly individuals than that of the supportive network.
These results have important policy implications for elderly single and couple households.
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Table 1. Demographic characteristics of the respondents by sex and family type

N(%)
Total Male Female Single Couple
Variables Category household household
SII00)  268621) 246479 0 Heses
60 153(29.8) 82(30.6) 71(28.9) 45(19.5) 108(38.2)
Age 70 259(50.4)  146(54.5)  113(45.9) 112(48.5) 147(51.9)
80+ 102(19.8) 40(14.9) 62(25.2) 74(32.0) 28( 9.9)
Not-educated 73(22.5) 19( 7.1) 96(39.4) 97(42.2) 18( 7.4)
. Elementary school 148(28.8) 75(28.1) 73(29.9) 72(31.3) 76(27.0)
iiifanon Middle school 99(19.4) 57013)  42(17.2) 31(13.4) 68(24.2)
High school 89(17.4) 65(24.3) 24( 9.8) 23(10.0) 66(23.5)
University-+ 60(11.7) 51(19.1) 9( 3.7) 7( 3.0) 53(18.8)
Poor 76(14.8) 24( 9.0) 52(21.1) 5423.4) 22( 7.8)
Not so good 164(31.9) 63(23.5  101(4L.1) 89(38.5) 75(26.5)
Subjective
bl stats | AYEE 122(23.7) 84(31.3) 38(15.4) 41(17.7) 81(28.6)
Good 100(19.5) 61(22.8) 39(15.9) 31(13.4) 69(24.4)
Very good 52(10.1) 36(13.4) 16( 6.5) 16( 6.9) 36(12.7)
Low 69(13.5) 32(12.0) 37(15.2) 41(17.7) 28(10.0)
Below average 150(29.4) 76(28.5) 74(30.3) 85(36.8) 65(23.2)
Economic
s Average 173(33.9) 95(35.6) 78(32.0) 57(24.7) 116(41.4)
Above average 104(20.4) 56(21.0)  48(19.7) 43(18.6) 61(21.8)
Top 15( 2.9) 8( 3.0) 7( 2.9) 5( 2.2) 10(3.
Hardly ever 266(51.8)  165(61.6)  101(41.1) 94(40.7) 172(60.8)
f;‘jg‘;‘::y °f Once or twice a month  40( 7.8) 17( 6.3) 23(9.3) 19( 8.2) 21( 7.4)
sctivitios Once or twice a week  152(29.6) 61(22.8) 91(37.0) 89(38.5) 63(22.3)
Three times+ a week 56(10.9) 25( 9.3) 31(12.6) 29(12.6) 27( 9.5)
0 103(20.0) 58(21.6)  45(18.3) 61(26.4) 42(14.8)
The number of 1~2 14027.2) 72(26.9) 68(27.6) 62(26.8) 78(27.6)
adult children  3~4 19037.0)  102(38.1) 88(35.8) 63(27.3) 127(44.9)
5+ 81(15.8) 36(134)  45(18.3) 45(19.5) 36(12.7)
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Fig. 2. The structure of supportive and conflictual networks of elderly-single and elderly-couple households

Table 2. Supportive and conflictual networks of elderly-single and elderly- couple households
Multiple response analysis, N(%)

First Secondary Total First Secondary Total
Category supportive supportive supportive conflictual conflictual conflictual
network network network network network network
© No one 56( 9.0) 345(64.7) 401(34.7) 393(75.6) 485(94.3) 878(85.0)
@D Spouse 101(16.2) 6( 1.1) 107( 9.3) 19( 3.7) o 0) 19( 1.8)
@ Families - relatives 403(64.8) 142(26.6) 545(47.2) 100(19.3) 24( 4.7) 124(12.0)
Children 355(57.0) 105(19.7) 380(32.9) 84(16.2) 20( 3.9) 104(10.1)
Son-in-law 6( 1.0) 4( 0.8) 7( 0.6) 0C 0) o 0) o( 0)
Daughter-in-law 6( 1.0) 7( 1.3) 9( 0.8) 1( 0.2) 1( 0.2) 2( 0.2)
Grandchildren 2( 0.2) o 0) 1( 0.1) 2( 04) o 0) 2( 0.2)
Relatives 10( 1.6) 13( 2.4) 21( 1.8) 3( 0.6) 1( 0.2) 4( 0.4)
Brothers and sisters 10( 1.6) 12( 2.3) 20( 1.7) 7( 1.4) 2( 0.4) 9( 0.9)
Other relatives 14( 2.4) 1( 0.2) 15( 1.3) 3( 0.6) o( 0) 3( 0.3)
@ No relatives 62(10.0) 40( 7.5) 102( 8.8) 7( 1.4) 5( 1.0) 12( 1.2)
Friends 35( 5.7) 31( 5.8) 60( 5.2) 4( 0.8) 4( 0.8) 8( 0.8)
Neighborhood 12( 1.9) 5( 0.9) 16( 1.4) 3( 0.6) 1( 0.2) 4( 0.4)
Religious network 3( 0.5) 2( 0.3) 5( 0.4) 0C 0) o 0) o( 0)
Social worker 12( 1.9) 2( 0.3) 13( 1.1) 0C 0) o 0) o( 0)
Total 622(100) 533(100) 1155(100) 519(100) 514(100) 1033(100)
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Fig. 3. The structure of the supportive network of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by sex
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Table 3. Supportive networks of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by sex
Multiple response analysis, N(%)

Supportive network Conflictual network

Category Male Female Male Female
First Second First Second First Second First Second
© No one 28( 8.5)  175(62.7) 28( 9.6) 170(66.9) 208(75.6) 253(94.4) 185(74.6) 232(93.9)
@D Spouse 62(18.8) 5(C 1.8) 39(13.4) 10 04) 12( 44) 1( 0.4) 7( 2.8) o¢ 0)
@ Families - relatives ~ 213(64.7) 76(27.2) 189(64.7)  66(26.0)  46(16.7) 12( 4.5) 54(21.8) 12( 4.9)
Children 188(57.1) 57(20.4) 167(57.2)  48(18.9)  38(13.8) 9( 3.4) 46(18.6) 11( 4.5)
Son-in-law 1( 0.3) 2(0.7) 4(14) 2( 0.8) 0C 0) 0C 0) 0C 0) o 0)
Daughter-in-law 2( 0.6) 2(0.7) 4(14) 5( 2.0) 0C 0) 0C 0) 1( 0.4) 1( 0.4)
Grandchildren 0C 0) o 0) 2007 o 0) 0C 0 0C 0) 2( 0.8) o 0)
Relatives 4( 12) 11( 3.9)  6( 2.1) 2(08) 2(0.7) 1( 0.4) 1( 0.4) o 0)
Brothers and sisters 7( 2.1) 4( 1.4)  3( 1.0 8(32) 5(1.8) 2( 0.8) 2( 0.8) o 0)
Other relatives 11( 3.3) 0oC 0) 3(10 1( 0.4) 1( 0.4) 0C 0) 2( 0.8) oC 0)
@ No relatives 26( 7.9) 23( 8.2) 36(12.3) 17( 6.7)  9( 3.3) 2( 0.8) 2( 0.8) 3( 1.2)
Friends 21( 6.4) 20( 7.1) 14( 4.8) 11( 4.3) 4(1.5) 2( 0.8) 0C 0) 2( 0.8)
Neighborhood 2( 0.6) 0o 0) 10( 3.4) 5( 2.0) 1(0.4) 0C 0) 2( 0.8) 1( 0.4)
Religious network 1( 0.3) 1( 04) 2(0.7) 1( 0.4) 0C 0) 0C 0) 0C 0) o 0)
Social worker 2( 0.6) 2( 0.7) 10( 3.4) 0 0) 4(L5) 0C 0) 0C 0) o 0)
Total 329(100)  279(100) 292(100)  254(100) 275(100) 268(100) 248(100) 247(100)
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Fig. 4. The structure of the conflictual network of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by sex
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Fig. 5. The structure of the supportive network of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by family

types

Table 4. Supportive and conflictual networks of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by family type
Multiple response analysis, N(%)

Supportive network

conflictual network

Category Elderly-single Elderly-couple Elderly-single Elderly-couple
first second first second first second first second

© No one 34(13.3) 167(71.4)  22( 6.0) 178(59.6) 186(80.2) 230(99.2) 207(72.1) 265(93.6)
@ Spouse 4( 1.6) 0 0) 97(26.7)  6( 2.0) oC 0) 0C 0) 19( 6.6) 1( 0.4)
@ Families - relatives  177(69.7)  54(23.1) 226(62.1) 88(29.4)  44(19.0) 1( 0.4) 56(19.5) 15(5.3)
Children 155(61.0)  39(16.7) 200(55.0) 66(22.1) 38(16.4) 0C 0) 46(16.0) 12(4.2)
Son-in-law 3(12) 2009 3008 2007 0C 0) 0C 0) o 0) 0o( 0)
Daughter-in-law 4(1.6)  3( 13) 2(0.6) 4(13) 1( 0.4) 0o( 0) o 0) 1( 0.4)
Grandchildren 2( 0.8) 0oC 0) oC 0) 0C 0) 2( 0.8) o( 0) o 0) 0o 0)
Relatives 520 3(13) 5(1.4) 10( 3.3) 1( 0.4) 0C 0) 2( 0.7) 0C 0)
Brothers and sisters ~ 6( 2.3)  7( 3.0) 4 1)  5( L7 1( 0.4) 0C 0) 6( 2.1) 2( 0.7
Other relatives 2( 0.8) 0o 0) 12(33) 1( 0.3) 1( 0.4) 0C 0) 2( 0.7) 0C 0)
@ No relatives 39(15.4) 13( 5.6) 19( 5.2) 27( 9.0) 2( 0.8) 1( 0.4) 5( 1.7) 2( 0.7
Friends 15( 59)  9(39) 16(44) 22(73) 2( 0.8) 0C 0) 2( 0.7) 2( 0.7
Neighborhood 935 417 3( 0.8) 1( 0.3) oC 0) 1( 0.4) 3( 1D 0oC 0)
Religious network 3( 1.2) 0C 0) o 0) 2007 oC 0) 0C 0) o 0) 0o 0)
Social worker 12( 4.7) 0C 0) o 0) 207 0C 0) 0C 0) o 0) 0o 0)
Total 254(100) 234(100)  364(100) 299(100) 232(100) 232(100)  287(100) 283(100)
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Fig. 6. The structure of the conflictual network of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by family types



524 Sl=X|Ats| e ntets|X| M252 45 2014

fol

4, MY JIRYEYE =22, 2SEA
Lol 37|
HA, 2Rlds7H Q1o =RaA e 27]
E goliy A3 7HFE o mE AolE E4g
ZANE Table 50 AASHAT & A9 AAL9
718298 Moore(1990), Han et al.(2003)2] &4

WS AT

12} E2-TA S| Hto] FA3-2 1.16%H(SD=0.70),
o] A2 1.08%(SD=0.61) . & eI 23} £
Aol 7%, @A 0.4178(SD=0.67), <A} 03793
(SD=0.71)2.2 Yelg=d Ad e =dA%
o] =77] Aol 9n|7} glith

ELIARS] A7E T REEE AV RS
o, 57 0979 (SD=0.57), ¥-%57 1.24%(SD=
072 BEE7 wRIUSFE =334 3o =
717} & Ao 2 eyt 23 =3A W] F$-
e =7 034%(SD=0.75), F-4-5710.437(SD=
0.63)°.2 7H-F3H zlole UER A ekth

02, ERJAUE7IT =19 ZFHAE

77 A, bR wel xolrt dEA Eot
B ZAHRE Table 60 AASFATE 12 Z5HAT

& 34 0.249(SD=0.45), &4 0.26%(SD=0.46) 2.
2 JEegth 23 Z53AWe 94 006
(SD=0.26), 414 0.079(SD=0.28)>. 2 eIy} 7}
THgo) WE zlo]= =7 0.20%(SD=0.42), F-5-
%710.28%(SD=0.48) 2.2 YEeh}, FHEFA7F7}
EAMTEYG ASHARe] & ALE UET

AAH o2 wAGETF Q1o = A G
ZsdARY ZrE Aol wel, 7Rl uket
A zpol7t YA oy AR FEEA
=09 1% =53AINY 12 25 AAGANA 2
o7} eI, FREAEL 5AxI H]
3 13 EdANE 33 13 25 dANE &
Ao Z YElRth & =AW 77 & v
FATIARS] V= avE AS ¢ F AU

o

5. &4, Jlwad Atabzt

LTSI 2R1e) RS A, THETE
o] we} Awry 1 A3E Table 79 AAIENA
o EQlgET dARQle ARATRE 210
(SD=0.77), HA8x=<le] AAEZHe 2.11(SD=0.75)

o

Table 5. The size of elderly-single and elderly-couple supportive networks

M(SD)
Averaged size of first Averaged size of secondary
Category . . t
supportive network supportive network
Male(N=268) 1.16(0.70) 0.41(0.67)
Sex 1.29 .60
Female(N=246) 1.08(0.61) 0.37(0.71)
Famil Single household(N=231 0.97(0.57 0.34(0.75
amily  Sing (N=231) (0.57) g (0.75) s
type Couple household(N=283) 1.24(0.71) 0.43(0.63)
*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<001
Table 6. The size of elderly-singles and elderly-couple conflictual networks
M(SD)
Average size of the first Averag size of the secondary
Category . K t
conflictual network conflictual network
Male(N=268) 0.24(0.45) 0.06(0.26)
Sex -.53 -.07
Female(N=246) 0.26(0.46) 0.07(0.28)
Family Single household(N=231) 0.20(0.42) 5 1o 0.06(0.27) ol
type  Couple household(N=283) 0.28(0.48) ' 0.07(0.27) ’

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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Table 7. Suicidal thoughts of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by sex and family type

M(SD)

Category Suicidal thoughts t
Male(N=268) 2.10(0.77)

Sex -21
Female(N=246) 2.11(0.75)

. Single household(N=231) 2.19(0.78)

Family type 2.17*
Couple household(N=283) 2.04(0.74)

*p<.05, **p<.01, ***p<001
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Ao 2 YePFtht=2.17, p<.05). o] A3}= %7%4
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2002; Patrica 2003; Choi 2005; Kim 2005).
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Table 8. Effect of the social network on suicidal thoughts of elderly-single and elderly-couple households by

sex and family type

Sex Family type
Suicidal thoughts Male Female Single household Couple household

b(#) b( ) b( ) b(#)
Age 01(.07 ) .00( .04 ) 0112 ) .00(-.04 )
Education level 01(.03 ) -.08(-.15 ) -02(-.04 ) .03(.07 )
Subjective health status -08(-.12% ) -10(-.16%) -07(-11 ) -09(-.14* )
Economic status - 17(-.22%%%) -11(-15) -.20(-.28**%) - 11(-15% )
Frequency of religious activities .01(.01 ) .02(.03) -04(-05 ) .04( .06 )
The number of adult children -.07(-.18%*%*) -.05(-.13%) -.06(-.18%* ) -.08(-.19%%)
The size of supportive network -03(-.04 ) .01(.01) -01(-01 ) -07(-.08 )
The size of conflictual network 21( . 17FFF) 17( .14%) 22(.17%% ) 20( .18%%)
C 1.95 1.95 1.71 2.03
F 10.00%** 3.41%** 5.45%%* 4.86%**
S 14 15 17 13

*p<.03, **p<.01, ***p<.001
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