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The purpose of this study is to identify elementary school teachers’ perceptions, practices, and background
factors related to introducing students’ everyday experience in science teaching process. The participants
of this study were four elementary school teachers who have different features such as major, teaching
period, gender, growth area, and age. The data was collected through semi-constructed and in-depth
interviews. The results of the research are as follows: Teachers mostly used students’ everyday experience
during the introduction phase of science lessons for the purpose of motivation. They hold a positive

view of using students’ everyday experience during science lessons and thought that science teaching
needs to actively use more of students’ everyday experience, while in actual practice they disregarded
or only passively introduced students’ everyday experience. The various background factors found to
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affect teachers’ practice are as follows: positive memory on their science class; educational experience
of their own children; their own childhood environment; their learning style; their insufficient knowledge
or enthusiasm; perceived educational value of everyday life in science education; teacher’s duties;
importance of students’ achievement; difficulty in guiding experiment; reaction of students on introducing
everyday experience; characteristics of science textbook and teacher’s guidebook; lack of lesson time;
realization of national common basic education; characteristics of their students; demands from parents

or students; effect of introducing everyday experience. In addition, we found that the teachers behave
not in accordance with what they thought due to external factors related to their profession and that,
for a more active use of students’ everyday experience in their teaching, teachers need support from
textbooks and teachers’ guidebooks.
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Table 3. Factors found to affect teachers’ practice of using
students’ everyday experience
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Figure 1. Individual teachers’ factors found to affect their
practice of using students’ everyday experience
and their effects
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