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Background: The purpose of this study is to investigate the factors that affect the participation of union members who involved in
the Korean health cooperatives.

Methods: Questionnaires were collected from 1,041 respondents who voluntarily participated in seven health cooperatives. In or-
der to verify the hypothesis, collected data were analyzed using binomial logistic regression.

Results: Longer tenure, higher collective motive, organizational age were associated with types of participation. In operative partici-
pation, marital status, higher reward motive, better accessibility to the cooperatives influenced concern about the high-level partici-
pation. Organizational age were associated with the high-level participation in management participation. Longer tenure, interaction
with staff, management participation were involved in additional investment.

Conclusion: This is the first study to statistically prove that the influencing factors on the participation in the health cooperatives. Based
on these findings, the provision of differentiated strategies should be useful for increase of participation.

Keywords: Korean health cooperatives; Health care organization; Public participation
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Figure 1. lllustration of the key variables.
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Kim KM, etal.  Factors Influencing Union Members’ Participation in the Korean Health Cooperatives

Table 1. Descriptive statistics of participants

Characteristic Categories Total Operative participation Management participation
Gender Man 237(22.77) 82(19.11) 152(25.72)
\Woman 804 (77.23) 347(80.89) 439(74.28)
Age (yr) <29 81(7.78) 32(7.46) 45(7.61)
30-39 203 (19.50) 83(19.35) 118(19.97)
40-49 415(39.87) 150 (34.97) 253 (42.81)
50-59 221(21.23) 95(22.14) 123(20.81)
>60 121(11.62) 69(16.08) 52 (8.80)
Marital status Married 759(72.91) 324(75.52) 421(71.24)
Unmarried 213(20.46) 66(15.38) 141 (23.86)
Live alone 69 (6.63) 39(9.10) 29(4.90)
Education <High school 442 (42.46) 211(49.18) 225(38.07)
College and above 599 (57.54) 218(50.82) 366 (61.93)
Monthly income (KRW 10,000) <200 279(26.80) 123(28.67) 150(25.38)
200-400 406 (39.00) 161(37.53) 240 (40.61)
>400 356 (34.20) 145(33.80) 201(34.01)
Self-rated health Good 489(46.97) 178 (41.49) 299(50.59)
Fair 432 (41.50) 192 (44.76) 231(39.09)
Poor 120(11.53) 59(13.75) 61(10.32)
Tenure at the cooperatives (yr) <1 218(20.94) 123(28.67) 91 (15.40)
1-3 356 (34.20) 166 (38.69) 180(30.46)
35 214.(20.56) 73(17.02) 136 (23.01)
>5 253 (24.30) 67(15.62) 184(31.13)
Time to reach the cooperatives (min) <30 700(67.24) 285(66.43) 405(68.53)
>30 341 (32.76) 144(33.57) 186 (31.47)
Reward motive Low 235(22.57) 128(29.84) 100(16.92)
High 806 (77.43) 301(70.16) 491(83.08)
Social motive Low 532(51.10) 273(63.64) 242 (40.95)
High 509 (48.90) 156 (36.36) 349 (59.05)
Collective motive Low 253(24.30) 149(34.73) 96(16.24)
High 788(75.70) 280 (65.27) 495 (83.76)
Interaction with staff Low 186(17.87) 100(23.31) 82(13.87)
High 855(82.13) 329(76.69) 509(86.13)
Democratic quality of decision-making Low 70(6.73) 15(3.50) 54(9.14)
High 347 (33.33) 35(8.16) 310(52.45)
Non-participation 624 (59.94) 379(88.34) 227 (38.41)
Additional investment Yes 502 (48.22) 334(77.86) 191(32.32)
No 539(51.78) 95(22.14) 400 (67.68)
Operative level participation Passive 588 (56.48)
Active 392(37.66)
Non-participation 61 (5.86)
Management level participation Passive 126(12.10)
Active 465 (44.67)
Non-participation 450(43.23)
Total 1,041 (100.00) 429(100.00) 591 (100.00)

Values are presented as number (%).

o] ZrolThEe &= 39131 (p < 0.001), -
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Table 2. The differences of participant perception

Variable Odds ratio 95% confidence interval
Additional investment

No 1.00

Yes 7.36%** 5.53-9.80
Invitation for someone to join

No 1.00

Yes 3.01%** 2.33-390
Health behavior change

No 1.00

Yes 1.86%** 1.45-2.39
Participant satisfaction

Low 1.00

High 6.78*** 4.43-1040
Role perception

Uninvolved 1.00

Involved 1.75%** 1.34-2.28
Important participation of members

Participation in operation 1.00

Participation in management 208" 1.52-2.86
Important task of the cooperatives

Operation 1.00

Management 1.37* 1.01-1.85

*p<0.05. ***p<0.001.
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Kim KM, etal.  Factors Influencing Union Members’ Participation in the Korean Health Cooperatives

Table 3. The factors affecting participation in the health cooperatives

Dimensions of participation

Characteristic Types of participation Operative level participation  Management level participation Additional investment
(n=393) (n=980) (n=2343) (n=393)

Gender

Man 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Woman 0.66 (0.27-1.66) 1.26(0.91-1.74) 1.08(0.42-2.82) 1.33(0.72-2.47)
Age (yr)

<29 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

30-39 0.44(0.06-3.17) 1.12(0.62-2.04) 4.23(0.56-31.87) 0.45(0.13-1.53)

40-49 0.63(0.09-4.52) 1.16(0.63-2.15) 1.70(0.27-10.95) 1.29(0.35-4.77)

50-59 0.68 (0.08-5.50) 1.61(0.83-3.13) 0.95(0.13-6.87) 0.92(0.22-3.81)

>60 0.53(0.06-4.94) 1.81(0.85-3.83) 1.19(0.12-11.97) 0.74(0.15-3.59)
Marital status

Married 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Unmarried 341(097-12.01) 2.12**%(1.36-3.30) 0.68(0.16-2.94) 1.38(0.59-3.25)

Live alone 0.82(0.20-3.35) 0.79(0.45-1.37) 1.98(0.22-17.66) 1.76(0.49-6.34)
Education

<High school 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

University and above 1.72(0.74-4.00) 0.84(0.61-1.15) 161(0.63-4.12) 1.35(0.70-2.62)
Income (KRW 10,000)

<200 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

200-400 2.15(0.86-5.37) 1.11(0.78-1.58) 0.48(0.14-1.64) 1.10(0.56-2.15)

>400 1.45(0.56-3.76) 0.95(0.65-1.38) 0.76(0.21-2.78) 1.86(0.88-3.94)
Self-rated health

<Fair 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

Good 1.52(0.70-3.33) 1.24(0.94-162) 1.74(1.00-3.03)
Tenure at the cooperatives (yr)

<1 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

1-3 1.72 (0.59-5.06) 1.10(0.75-1.60) 2.28(0.53-9.84) 3.68*(1.39-9.74)

35 5.31%(1.53-18.43) 1.36(0.90-2.07) 4.42(0.93-20.95) 2.85%(1.04-7.78)

>5 9.72***(2.80-33.81) 1.25(0.82-1.90) 4.13(0.95-17.95) 5.43**(1.96-15.08)
Organizational age 0.91*(0.84-1.00) 1.00(0.97-1.04) 0.89* (0.81-0.98) 0.95(0.89-1.01)
Time to reach the cooperatives (min)

<30 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

>30 0.51(0.24-1.10) 0.61***(0.45-0.81) 1.12(0.45-2.83) 0.94(0.53-1.69)
Reward motive

Low 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

High 0.94(0.33-2.70) 1.78***(1.21-2.61) 0.51(0.13-2.06) 0.96(0.40-2.33)
Social motive

Low 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

High 1,56 (0.71-3.43) 1.02(0.77-1.36) 2.10(0.85-5.21) 0.76(0.40-1.42)
Collective motive

Low 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

High 3.98%**(1.62-9.76) 0.95(0.65-1.39) 0.80(0.21-3.05) 1.78(0.77-4.12)
Interaction with staff

Low 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00

High 0.62(0.20-1.93) 0.82(0.56-1.21) 1.78(0.49-6.44) 2.88%(1.18-7.03)
Democratic quality of decision-making

Low 1.00 1.00 1.00

High 1.77(0.72-4.37) 0.48(0.13-1.80) 0.21(0.30-0.51)
Types of participation

Operation 1.00

Management 7.68%%*(3.42-17.28)

Values are presented as odds ratio (35% confidence interval).

*p<0.05. **p<0.01. ***p<0.001.
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