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Study of Death Attitudes by General Characteristics and Death
Perceptions of the Severely Diseased Persons in Hospice Facilities
-Focus in O City, Gyeonggi-do
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Abstract This study examined the relationship between the death perceptions and attitudes of the severely diseased
persons in hospice facilities based on their general characteristics. The surveys were conducted from March 10 to July
31, 2013 on 149 patients at hospice facilities in O city, Gyeonggi-do. The data was analyzed by the SPSS WIN 18.0.
First, positive death attitudes showed significant differences according to the patients’ general characteristics (F=6.218,
p<.001). Second, the patients' death attitudes by their death perceptions showed meaningful results (F=6.634, p<.001).
Third, the death attitudes revealed a positive relation with hospice use (r=.496, p<.001). Overall, patients, who have
positive death perceptions and attitudes, have high expectations for hospice use and these results support for welfare
policies to encourage hospice use of severely diseased persons.
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[Table 1] General Characteristics of the Patients
(N=149) . )
- - [Table 2] The Patients’ Death Attitudes
equency  percentage
N ©) (N=149)
Gend Male 5 396 ‘ Mean SD
sender Femnale 9 60.4 Death Last WIH 3?6 15
under 65 64 430 Attitudes : Well-dying : 366 34
66-70 » 118 Indifferent to afterlife 3.02 1.27
- T 372 64
Age 175 16 107 otal L
(years)
76-80 15 10.1
over 81 32 215 =6 /] Fﬂ 2 to ¢ ° ‘o
g AAle] AFe 3722, WA fe, 9l
Married 2 5.0 s ’ ’
» ok, AFAAS R R 0 g9 Bt
Single 16 10.7 o, T < ‘r‘x_ T =t =
Marital Remarried 4 27 :O—’-xézi ol zi o L]'EP)T/E
status Remarried
8 54
after a bereavement
Bereaved E Y 321 BEZWENICl i SHo| ©WE 3
Illness by accidents 9 6.0 -
x
Cancer 58 389 Bi= Zlo]
Di Heart diseases 29 195 FTSAZAe] Uty EAo] w2 59 = o
sease — -
Cireulatory diseases z 148 & Aol & ¥R A¥h= Table 39 2rh F5AEA
Rare intractable diseases 2 13 N
o - o %80 BlEt SA) Ay AEaE, A, o o
Christianity 74 197 £ Apol= glony, e mE Apol= flith 3t
- fifdl]?l?m f; 28115 AR 664 ol3}, 66-7041, T1-754, 814 o] &0
eligion atholicism . N N
Atheist v 654 olstel Bk o) oja Ut by HE e
Elc 1 7 2 e, AE A V1 N A 2 AE o
Jery faithful 0 168 2 Swe] Herh 38H oolnh
Degree Faithful 42 303
3 > =4
of faith L?n;e'rt}dizl g 3:: [Table 3] Relationship between the Patients' General
UZJ — 3 N O 5 Characteristics and Death Attitudes
naer o -
» Period of 5-10 21 176 (N=149)
Religious faith 510 m 18 Death Attitudes
dent: . - : . Indifferent Total
I;iSD;rll:ilgj <years) 15-20 2 185 Division N Last will Well-dying to aftg(lzirfle
° Over 20 9 412 M_SD_M__SD_M__SD_M_SD
Very positive 19 160 G Male 59 3% 73 361 71 315 119 370 60
Counsel Positive 50 420 ? Female 90 399 .77 370 91 293 132 374 66
with Average 9 244 t(p) -548(584)  —653(515)  1.030(306)  -421(674)
religious Neative 9 160 o under 6 64 417a 78 402a 71 281 14 3%a 6l
leaders gave : : s 6670 2 3%mb 66 37b 66 341 106 380b o
Very negative 2 L7 ¢ 7% 31 3%b B 33c 67 306 L 347b 52
Family 14 467 over 81 32 38ab 66 317c 100 313 113 347b 69
Friends 1 33 38247 10303 o 68417
Religionless Acquaintances Flp) (011) (.000) 1.352(.260) (.000)
respondents  Counselors (Seniors/juniors ‘etc) 3 10.0 Ma Married 82 416a 73 38mb 78 284 136 38 58
(Total=30) M Gingle 16 392b 71 394a 74 319 12 3% 67
Do not counsel 7 233 L we L oRR v o O
noE tzoume . = ? I
- : - a er 51 366b 72 33b 8 325 11l 348 6
Total 149 100.0 Eu bere-avement
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D Cancer 58 41lab 8 401 a .69 309 151 3% a 61
L deean 29 418a 57 37a 78 307 119 38 a 56
s seases
€ Cerebro-
a vascular 22 36lb 51 28 b 8 2638 109 318b 50
S diseases
c Etc. 40 378b 73 353a 79 308 102 3539 a 60
Christianity 74 42la 71 379 & 2% 143 3&8a 63

——0 o

Buddhism 32 409 a 50 38 81 313 116 39%a 57

g Atheist 30 330b 66 326 64 307 98 326b 46

o -

Etc. 13 377ab & 329 9B

N 137227 4984 9.929™
F(p) 000) (003) 141(.935) (000)

" p<05,  p<01, ™ p<.o0l, Scheffe’s test : a>b>c

a ' largest group b : Middle group c¢: : Small group
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[Table 4] The Patients’ Recognition of Death

(N=149)
N %
Very necessary 63 456
Need to Necessary 64 430
Prepare Average 6 40
Death Not necessary 9 6.0
Not necessary at all 2 13
Things to be done before death 19 14.4
Fear of sudden death 7 583
Need To overcome fear of death 22 167
R to Not to shift the blame 1 ]
o (”Ii(g)t;)l: for death onto others
a To keep peace in the family 2 91
s by winding up an estate
o Etc. 1 3
n Death is inevitable 5 455
S No Do not want to think about death 1 91
r(lff‘id taltg Cannot avoid death by a preparation 3 2713
11) Confident for health 1 91
No time to think about death 1 91
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All the time 7 477
From 40s 4 27
Start time From 50s 19 12.8
of death From 60s 19 128
preparation From 70s 23 154
After 80s 8 54
No need to 5 34
o Very positive 58 389
Rﬁﬁgll(’“s Positive EEY
cIp
for death Averége 32 215
preparation Negative 12 81
Very negative 4 27
One’s house 40 263
- ; Hospital 32 215
aces o - - "
death Ho>p1c{e Facilities 56 376
Nursing Home 11 74
Etc. 10 6.7
Cemetery 6 31
Portrait of the deceased 20 103
Winding sheet 13 6.7
St;ﬁﬂior Funeral expenses 17 88
et Last will(recording) 3 175
preparation E o
(plurality, sate panning B3 67
Total=194) for children
Donation to society 5 26
Organ donation 28 144
Nothing 58 299
Burial 14 94
Funeral Cremation 60 40.3
tner Woodland burial R
methods - -
Cadaveric donation 30 20.1
Etc. 10 6.7
Total 149 100.0
331 e =39 e Efxol
xlo|
ToAAY] S50 AR WE 59 R
Aol & AT AT Table 55 20, 589 BEE &
& ol Oje Fao) £} 529 kol w Aol
7 felvistgont, 2 F9 Bayn Fo Fulo
ARolF, FEEIS AR, Bl T Fol
o) 3 5%A Frolvlah itk F& Zulol o
F9) wge T, 18R gk, BEolY Goz
Tk S5 el o] Hrt e o9}
o9 HxTF 7P S80I, Y Hahe B
o2~ a9y, B, 294, AV Ef Agant
WA Fo 7 e S50 AR S92 Qg
AL T SRRl F2 sk g 3o
=
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[Table 5] Differences Of Death Attitudes According To
Death Perceptions (N=149)

Death attitudes
Indifferent to Total
afterlife

Division N Last will ~ Well-dying

M SOb M SO M SD M SD

Need to 132 402 71 367 & 2% 126 374 6

Death
prepa-r  average 6 371 64 358 8 300 126 357 NG
N Noneedto 11 343 114 35 68 391 14 3% 73
3529° _ _
F(p) (o) 075927 2990(053)  617(541)
Things to
bedone g 3es gy 384 60 35 108 37 Al
before
death
Reasons  pear of
for  qudden 77 399 73 363 97 266 13 368 69
death death
prepa—T
ation To
OVEICTOME 00 432 63 381 5 345 110 39 48
fear of
death
Ete. 4 38 77 345 8 351 MU 36 6
F(p) 1808(145)  .811(490) 3926 1540(.207)
(010)
Allthe o) yo6a 77 374 % 2%6b 13 31 6
time
Start
. From . . - oo . .
time of r 23 3%b 72 373 73 3%Bab L1l 3% 6
40s/50s
death
prepr-a From 60s 19 366ab 72 341 62 279b 103 345 47
N Afer70s 31 402a 57 35 75 268b 101 366
Noneedto 5 315b 124 405 57 460a 5 371 78
277 5954 _
F(p) (o) L0863 (000) 1.385(.242)
. Posiive 101 417a 66 380a 80 2% 135 387a 60
Religi-o

us Average 32 352b 66 318b & 303 100 332b 57

belb “Negative 16 350b 92 37%a S 33 126 36b 66
; 14679 748" 0920
F() (000 op e
Ones g 38 23 go1p @ 33 1w S g
house b b
mowial 2 S ST w1 M s
Places
of Hospice

death  facilities 5% 426a 69 406a 60 277 133 40la 53

Nursing 3.84a 3.64a 3.70a

home 11 b 69 b 78 336 150 b 68
Etc. 10 353b 8 303b 96 320 114 327b .
42719” 9.401™ o A 66347
F(p) (003) (000) 962(.430) 000)

Burial 14 3% 9 37 5% 293 121 371 49

Gemetin 60 4056 81 37 7B 320 127 381 62

Funeral  Woodland

- - 0 =
& buid 3B 44 M4 37 70 329 118 382 A

Donation 30 3% 8 35 115 243 136 361 .78

Etc. 10 33% 5% 3L A 29 9 32 A

F(p) 2087(086)  1.161(.330)  2412(052)  2.321(.060)

" p<05, 7 p<0l, 77 p<.001, Scheffe’s test @ a>b
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[Table 7] Influence Of Death Attitudes on Hospice Use
(N=149)
dependent variables = Hospice Use
Indel?endent B 5 t b VIF
variables
Constant 882 1814 072
General Gender” 025 015 226 &1 1104
Characteristic Age 003 007 081 936 1604
s of the Marital status” -235 -149  -1900 060 1447
Patients Discase” 015 018 243 89 1316
Religion” 101 051 64 4% 1332
Need to Prepare Death 019 022 258 796 1668
o, Start time of death -
The Pat%c.nts preparation 047 107 1341 126 1135
Recognition —
of Death Religious help for death %2 30 408 000 1832
preparation : ’ : ’ ’
Funeral methods” -033 -041 -575 567 1215
Last will 334 319 3598™ 000 1.853
Death Well-dyi 137 145 1674 0% 1767
Attitudes g U S : :
Indifference 019 .031 435 664 1184
R=424, adj R*=373, F=8.347""
“ p<001
1) Gender: Male=1, Female=0
2) Marital ~ status : Married=1, Other=0
3) Disease : Cancer=1, Other=0
4) Religion : Have=1, Nothing=0
5) Funeral methods : Cremation=1, Other=0
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[Table 8] Appropriateness of the Model

X o
5897
(.036)

Division df XQ /af  CFI GFI TLI  RMR RMSEA

Research

Model 4
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