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Intention to Report Child Abuse of Emergency Room Nurse
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Purpose: The purposes of this study were to examine a attitude, subjective norm, perceived behavior control, intention
to report child abuse and to identify predictors of emergency room (ER) nurses' intention to report child abuse cases.
Methods: A total of 364 nurses in ER participated in this study. Data were collected by self-administered questionnaire
and analyzed with descriptive statistics, t-test or ANOVA, Pearson correlation, and stepwise multiple regression analysis.
Results: 84.1 % of emergency room nurses reported feeling of obligation to report child abuse. Attitude, subjective norm,
and perceived behavior control were positively correlated with intention to report child abuse. Intention to report child
abuse was predicted by emergency room nurse's attitude, perceived behavior control, subjective norm, ER nurse career, and
recognition as a reporting obligator. Conclusion: Child abuse education program should be developed to help ER nurses to
report child abuse case and positive attitude toward reporting the cases.
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Table 1, Comparison of Intention by General Characteristics of the Subjects (N=364)
Intention
Characteristics Categor n % t/F
. ° M-SD / o
Men 27 74 3.83+0.84
Gender 155 121
Women 337 926 3.62+0.69
(25 108 297 3.69+0.62
25-29 137 376 357+0.66
Age (yr) 1.03 378
30-34 64 176 3.59+0.81
>35 55 151 3.72+0.80
Yes 89 245 3.69+0 81
Spouse -75 454
No 275 755 3.61+0.66
Yes 79 217 3.69+0.82
Children 740 461
No 285 783 362+0.67
Diploma 243 66.8 3.58+0.66°
Education College 91 250 3.69+0,75%® 357 029
>Master 30 8.2 3.92+0.79°
Christian 100 275 3.72+0.66
Buddhism 63 173 3.48+0.76
Religion Catholic 45 123 3.7620.56 168 165
No 139 382 361+0.74
Others 17 47 3.50+0.66
4l 78 214 3.88+0.65°
Emergency nurse career 1-@ 121 332 3.55:0,68°
575 001
\ 3-¢5 72 198 3.46+0,65°
>5 93 256 3.67+0.76°
Staff nurse 316 86.8 3.63+0.68
Position -0.17 864
>Charge nurse 48 132 363+08
Experience of participation in chid abuse €S 58 15.9 3.80+0.69 502 044
seminar or education No 306 84 1 360+0 70 ’ ’
Regional emergency center 60 16.5 3.46+0.65
Special trauma center 36 99 3.67+0.63
Type of hospital 07 942
Local emergency center 147 404 3.73+0.69
Local emergency hospital 121 332 3.59+0.74
Seoul/Kyoungi 43 118 3.91+0.69
Busan/Kyoungnam 206 56.6 3.565+0.72
District 243 065
Chonbuk 78 214 3.61+0.62
Others 37 102 3.80+0.69

ayb: Duncan's Multiple Range Test



Table 2, Comparison of Intention by Recognition to Report Child Abuse of the Subjects (N=364)
) Intention
Item Categories n % t D
M=SD

Do you know the medical staff is a reporting obligator of the Yes 306 84.1 3.70+0.68 454 000

child abuse? No 58 159 3.26+0.68 ' '

Do you know the telephone number to report the case of the child Yes 60 16.5 3.82+0.76 505 095

abuse? No 304 835 3.60+0,69 ' '

Do you know the agency you have to report the case of the child Yes 74 20.3 3.79+0.79 519 029

abuse? No 200 797 3.59+0 67 ' '
Yes 105 288 3.61+0.73

Have you encountered the case of child abuse? -0.39 699
No 259 712 3.64+0.69
Yes 17 16.2 4.03+0.82

Have you reported the case of the child abuse? (n=705) 2.41 017
No 88 83.8 3.61+0.69

Table 3, Attitude, Subjective Norm, Perceived Behavior
Control, and Intention to Report Child Abuse of the Subjects
(N=364)

Variables M SD  Minimum Maximum
Attitude 339 48 214 500
Subjective norm 3.38 a7 1.00 500
ES;?EYSd behavior 585 60 129 5.00
Intention 3.64 69 2.00 5.00
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Table 4, Correlations among Attitude, Subjective Norm,

Perceived Behavior Control, and Intention to Report Child

Abuse of the Subjects (N=364)
Perceived

behavior
control

Subjective
norm

Attitude

Attitude 1

Subjective norm .31(€.001) 1

Perceived behavior

control .31(¢.001)

45(¢.001) 1

Intention 53(.001)  .45(¢.001) .54(¢.001)




Table 5, Multiple Regression of Intention to Report Child Abuse of the Subjects (N=364)

Variables B SE 8 t D A change
Constant 93 30 - 3.13 002 -
Perceived behavior control 35 05 31 6.92 <.001 29
Attitude 50 07 32 767 <.001 15
Career as an emergency nurse (<1 yr) 23 06 13 352 <001 04
Subjective norm 13 04 14 3.30 001 02

Whether or not knowing as a reporting obligator of the child abuse?

a7 08 09 2.29 023 00
(1=yes, 0=no)

RP=50, F=68.29, p< 001
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