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Examining Education Issues By Comparing Instructional Hours Across

Different Countries
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(Kyungil University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the current education issues in Korea by comparing

instructional hours across countries.

For accomplishing such purpose, a survey was conducted with 189

elementary schools, 94 middle schools and 42 high schools, 2010 OECD report was reviewed. Based on
the research, the total number of instructional hours in elementary schools in Korea is around 610-710
hours, while the OECD average is around 760-810 hours, which is around 100-160 hours higher than that
of Korea. In the case of middle schools, it is around 867 hours in Korea, while the OECD average is

around 892 hours.

Key words : Instructional hours, Education issues, Instructional time
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<Table 1> Statistics of Personal Education Fee

Personal Education
Fee Per Participation Rate
Person(10,000won)
Total 24.0 T1.7%
Elementary
School 24.1 84.6%
Middle School 262 71.0%
High School 259 58.7%
Source: Statistics Korea, 2012 Census of Personal Education
Fee, 2012
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<Table 4> Average Instruction Time of Subject Areas of the Elementary Schools (Unit: 60min.)

Ist & 2nd| Ist
grade | graders

Ethical | Wise . Scienc|Dome .
Lifo |Pleasant Lifel e S.A |Korea|Ethics| S.S |Math e | stics Gym [Music| Art | FL | SA | SA

Korean | Math

Week 1.3 | 3765 | 2095 | 1.05 1.575 3135 (123061 | 34 (06 [ 16 |22 16| 1.1 |16 |12 | 11|08 | 11|10

Year | 5339 | 15433 | 8587 [43.035| 6444 | 12849504 |25.13 |137.8]|22.6 | 66.6 | 89.0 | 66.7 | 45.3 | 66.5 | 50.4 | 44.8 | 33.9 | 449 | 43.0

Tl W FANFE AT A 25
st ol w7k 2 =o](127.16A17H7F A 1
o] 14%= 7H =9k, F3h102A17h°] 12%, I} o] 7
8K76.84717H0] 8.7%, ol 21872t 76.84)7F A @

8.6% 407 =2 H|ES ALt 2S8hw
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<Table 5> Average Instruction Time of Subject Areas of the Middle Schools (Unit: 60min.)

; . . : - Subjects | Creative | Special
Subject | Korean | Ethics | S.S Math | Science | Tech. | Gym | Music Art | English | Exams. | "o ™| oo | Adtivities

Week | 3.74 1.50 226 3.00 221 1.50 225 149 0.76 226 1.19 1.70 0.68 1.67

Year | 127.16 51 76.84 102 7118 51 76.5 5066 | 2584 | 76.84 | 4046 | 5814 | 2176 56.6
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<Table 6> 1st Grade: High School (Unit: 60min)

o
ol

Korean | Fthics | SS |History | Math | Science | Tech. | Gym | Art | Music | English |Activities :ﬁﬁ‘;
Week | 333 | 08 | 250 | 167 | 333 | 250 | 250 | 167 | 08 | 08 | 333 | 438 | 146
Year | 11322 | 2822 | 85 | 5678 | 1132 | &5 85 | 5678 | 2822 | 2822 | 11322 | 14892 | 49.62
assha 28hd ) 38 SIS BT A o] 19% woR wodth IEAde AdAE a
W QIEAY A o] wIE@4327)0] 23%  FHAL AE QFold] w2 AFE Fxbeta
2 7P =9k AR AE wHHE(215.05)0] 20%, AR AEAlE ARS] Hel AAAl= s
=01(180.37)°] 17%5 A eF . EHEEF(70.72 B2 A0S FAsa itk S¥HEE A0S
AhE 1%E & Bl AAsk Atk 2 Hlad Aa IEA|de] e SHEs Ao
047414 39 78H240.55A17h0] 23%= 7HE = AAAIGET} 144 Kke] EorTh
%I 9] (214.541 N7} 20%, 528H206.384)71)
<Table 7> 2nd & 3rd Grades of the High School (Unit: 60min.)
. . . . Physical | Speical
Area Korean | Ethics | S.S | Math |Science| Tech. | Gym. | Music | Art | FL |Chinese |Culture ocation | Activitics
W | 531|207 | 633|355 | 28 [ 210 | 163 | 1.78 | 200 | 7.16 | 206 | 163 | 194 | 208
Humanities
Y [18037| 7021 21505 1207 | 9656 | 714 | 5542 | 6035 | 68 [24327| 69.87 | 5525 | 6596 | 70.72
Naturaa | W | 462 | 167 | 257 | 607 | 7075 | 1.79 | 1.625 | 1.805 | 2085 | 631 | 228 | 1695 | 2 | 167
science | Y | 15691 | 56.78 | 87.38 |206.38 |240.55 | 60.86 | 5525 | 61.37 | 70.89 |214.54| 77.52 | 57.63 | 68 | 56.78
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<Table 8> Average Compulsory and Planned
Instruction Time of Ages 7-14 between
OECD Countries and Korea

(Unit; 60min.)
Ages | Ages | Age
OECD Reports  |AgesT8| 077 | o4 | 15
OFCD | Compulsory | 774 | 821 | 89 | 90
countries | Planned 790 838 02 48
Compulsory | 612 | 703 | 859 | 1020
Korea 1= med | 612 | 703 | 89 | NA
Real Instruction Timme | soc o0 | 67104 | 82851 | 83444
of Korea
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<& 9> Percentage of Core Subject Areas in the Curriculum
Ages 78 Ages 9-11 Ages 12-14
Subject OECD Korea gE)CD Korea gE)CD Korea
verag verag
Averages %583 Real Life | o | fon | R Lif s | S| Ratie
Reading, Witing 30% | 26% | 184% | 22% | 19% 18:4% 16% | 13% 13%
Math 18% 15% | 12% | 16% | 13% 12% 13% | 1% 12%
Science % % | 92% | 8% | 10% 92% 2% | 1% 10%
Social Studies % % | 9% | W% | 10% 9.2% 12% | 10% Y
Foreign Languages % % 6% % | % 6% 13% | 10% Y
Att 12% T | 125% | 1% | 13% 12.5% % | 8% %
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<Table 11> Yearly Instruction Time by Schools
(Unit: hour)
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<Table 13> Weekly Instruction Time by Grades

(Unit: hour)

Grade| Korea [US.ANY)| Japan China Aug. France
1 | 560.73 780 586.5 6826 | 9333 936
2 573 780 630 6826 | 9333 936
3 | 64873 924 682.5 7875 | 9333 936
4 650.8 924 708.75 | 7875 9333 936
5 716 924 708.75 | 7875 9333 936
6 716 1,046 | 70875 | 7875 9333 936
7 | 88455 | 9768 | 84533 | 8925 970 936
8 | 88499 | 9768 | 84533 | 8925 970 1,188
9 | 88444 | 1,188 | 84533 | 8925 970 1,134
10 | 1,050.38 | 1,188 | 991.67 | 892.5 970 1,188
11 |1,061.31| 1,188 | 991.67 | 892.5 660 1,170
12 [ 1,055.18| 1,188 | 641.67 663 660 1,206
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