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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate and conduct effective schemes to direct drama activities
for three-year-old children and to examine its influence on them. This research subjects comprised 23
three-year-old children and 2 teachers attending classes at Gureum at SanDeul kindergarten in Seoul,
Korea. The researcher first recognized that problems existed in the ways in which children’s leading roles
were limited by the actor’s roles themselves and they therefore were constrained in their use of dramatic
expressions while performing drama activities. The researcher also recognized that children’s drama
activities integrated with traditional culture were largely deficient. For more effectively direction of
children’s drama activities, action research method was conducted over two sessions. First, certain factors
of plays and traditional culture were incorporated within children’s drama activities. Second, certain factors
of Madangguk and traditional culture were also incorporated within children’s drama activities. Through
undertaking this research project, children were given the opportunity to actively participated in drama
activities, trained their range of imaginative expressions, improved their cooperation with peers and
enhanced their interest in traditional culture. The research suggests that children’s drama activities when

integrated with plays and Madangguk could effectively enhance children’s artistic and educational skill.
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<Table 1> The Research schedule and the action procedure

Phase Period Procedure

Phase 1 Jan. 9, 2008~ The issue rec.ogmtlon of three-year-old children’s drama activities and the
literature reviews

Phase 2 Mar. 24~Apr. 11, 2008 The searching for solution according to the issue recognition

The first action for the effective direction of three-year-old children’s drama

activities.

- The children’s drama activities integrated with the traditional culture
- The integration with the traditional songs, plays and fairy tales

Phase 3 Apr. 15~Jun. 5, 2008

- The children’s drama activities integrated with certain factors of play
- The role sharing with friends

- Children centered casting

- Participating as the dramatist and staffs

- The acting practice of the saying and motion on the role
- The designing of stage setting, lighting and sound effects

Phase 4 Jun. 7~Jun. 10, 2008

The second action according to the intermediate review

The second action for the effective direction of three-year-old children’s

drama activities.

- The children’s drama activities integrated with the traditional culture

- The integration with the traditional art, music and dance

Phase 5 Jun. 10~Sep. 30, 2008

- The children’s drama activities integrated with Madangguk

- The encouragement of the children’s improvised reaction
- Casting by the groups

- The communication with the audience

- The open stage setting

The evaluation on the action research
- The analysis of the children’s change after the Ist and 2nd action

Phase 6 Oct. 1~Oct. 23, 2008
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<Table 2> The first drama activity of Gurem class

Title Content Integration
It is the children’s drama activity based on the lyrics and melody
of the ‘Song-A-JiDaki’, which is the traditional song of the
The trip of Gyeongsang-Do regi(.)n .in Korea. The story is that the baby mol.es The tradition
come around for a picnic on the ground and go back home. While
the moles . .. song
performing drama activity, the teacher ask students whether they saw
the moon, star, tree, and so on. And then students answer the questions
based on the song.
The drama activity is a shadow drama based on a shadow-play, Korean
The traditional play. The child selects the animal character he(she) wants. L.
. . . . . The traditional
™ Improvisation ~ The teacher makes the improvised story about animal character which I
® " shadow drama  the child selects. The children listen to teacher’s story and express piay
first . . .
. the animal character with the motion.
action

It is children’s drama activity based on the story which the children

Magic club I
- ‘Magic club’ ,
follow-up

make. After the children listen to the korean traditional tale called
they make the follow-up story. The story is that a
nice farmer gets the magic club and the hobgoblins visit him to regain

The traditional
tale

it. Using the magic club, he makes the hobgoblin’s body disappear.

It is a children’s drama activity based on the story children make.

Magic club II

follow-up

After listening to the Korean traditional tale called ‘Magic club’ ,
- they make the follow-up story. The story is that a greedy farmer visits
hobgoblin’s house to get the magic club. But hobgoblins discover

The traditional
tale

him and change him into an apple.
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<Table 3> The second drama activity of Gurem class

Title

Content

Integration

It is the children’s drama activities integrated with Korean
traditional five colors(red, blue, black, white, yellow). The

Searching for
the five-colored
beads

story is that a yellow fairy goes to the east, west, south, north
village. He solves the riddles to get the beads. Finally he(she) colors

The traditional

makes the patchwork wrapping-cloth with the beads of five

colors.

The We are police

action a treasure

The story is that police go around within school in order to
second Wwho search for find a treasure, korean traditional instrument. All children can
participate as the police role.

The traditional
musical instrument

Birthday of the

The story is that children sing traditional songs, play the
traditional tabor and dance to celebrate the birthday of the

The traditional

tiger . music and dance
tiger.
. The story is that the tiger in the picture finds its own picture. ..
Where is my . w .g . P .. . P The traditional
. The tiger calls the animals in the korean tradition picture and .
picture? . picture
asks them what they are doing.
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