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The effects of Korean Language Levels and Years of Residence in Korea
on the Parenting Behaviors of Marriage-Immigrant Mothers :
Focusing on the Mediating Roles of Parenting Knowledge and Acculturation Patternss
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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of Korean language levels and years of residence in Korea of
marriage-immigrant mothers on their parenting behaviors. It also examined the mediating roles of
parenting knowledge and acculturation patterns. To do this, this paper made use of data collected from
130 mothers participating in Multicultural Family Support Centers. The main findings are as follows.
First, parenting knowledge did not mediate Korean language levels as well as years of residence in
Korea and parenting behaviors. Second, years of residence in Korea indirectly affected parenting
behaviors through the acculturation patterns of integration and assimilation but did not appear to do
so directly. Third, Korean language levels did not have a linear relationship with acculturation. Fourth,

higher Korean language levels were correlated with higher levels of overprotection of children.
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<Table 1> Parenting behavior, parenting knowledge and acculturation by the country of origin

Parenting Behavior Acculturation Korean Level Years in
Parenting - — Korea
Over; armth | Knowledge Integra.nog & Marg'mah— Separation | Beginner Imffr_ Advanced 1
protection Assimilation  zation mediate (log)
M@SD) M(SD) | M(SD) M@SD)  M(SD)  M@SD) | N%)  N%)  N%) | M(SD)
Vietnam 7.64 4.82 5.90 23.36 6.79 9.83 21 12 9 1.29
(N = 44) (2.05) (3.29) (2.43) (3.20) (2.29) (2.93) (50.0) (28.6) (21.4) (0.46)
Philippine 7.55 2.10 7.55 19.88 5.00 10.33 8 4 0 1.41
(N=12) 2.07) (4.98) (2.34) (5.25) (2.16) (2.57) (66.7) (33.3) 0.0) 0.77)
Japan 9.08 1.91 10.09 22.67 6.08 10.25 2 2 8 1.56
(N=12) (1.93) (2.31) (1.30) (5.25) (1.73) (2.56) (16.7) (16.7) (66.7) (0.88)
China 9.13 2.47 8.37 22.59 7.58 9.29 10 15 15 1.49
(N = 40) (1.86) (3.38) (2.20) (3.55) (2.38) (2.62) (25.0) (37.5) (37.5) (0.63)
Others 11.48 4.64 8.05 20.27 7.32 9.14 4 9 9 1.83
(N =22 (3.23) (2.42) (2.40) (4.56) (2.07) (2.38) (18.2) (32.8) (32.0) 0.61)
X3 F 114255k 431+ | 10.36%%x 2.87x 3.33x 0.76 22,78 2.69x
China >  Vietna | Japan, Vietnam > China > Others >
Vietnam; m > China, Others Philippine Vietnam
Others > China | Others >
Vietnam, Vietnam
Philippine,
Japan,
China

xp < 05. #p < 01. #xxp < 00L.
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<Table 2> Socio-demographic characteristics by the country of origin

Educational Family Number of
Level Income” children
Less More Age of the| Age of
High-
than than Not youngest | mother
. school . Low 1 2 3
high- ad high- Low
school | &% | school
N(%) | N(%) | N(%) N(%) N(%) N(%) | N(%) | N(%) M(SD) M(SD)
Vietnam 18 22 4 22 22 28 15 1 3.14 28.25
(N=44) 409) (5000 (9.1 (50.0) (50.0) | (63.6) (34.1) 2.3) (1.96) (4.18)
Philippine 0 3 9 8 4 8 2 1 3.17 32.00
(N=12) 0.0) (2500 (75.0) | (66.7) (333) | (727) (18.2) 9.1) (1.99) (7.06)
Japan 0 4 8 11 1 5 7 0 2.83 36.00
(N=12) 00) (333 (667 | 91.7) (8.3 41.7)  (58.3) (0.0 (1.27) 4.79)
China 6 27 7 20 20 26 11 0 343 34.18
(N = 40) (15.0) (67.5) (17.5) | (50.0) (50.0) | (70.3) (29.7) 0.0 (1.85) (5.33)
Others 1 5 15 10 12 15 7 0 2.85 32.36
(N=122) 4.8) (238) (71.4) | 45)5) (54.6) | (68.2) (31.8) (0.0) (2.13) (2.75)
11.055%3%x
Japan,
X%, F 55,775 8.82 20.14 0.42 China,
Others >
Vietnam
wxxp <001,

" The families whose yearly income was over ¥20millon were categorized into not low’ group.
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2. 3t=0irED SI=EAFI12I0] YSHSH < .00D), o= FEoleEa dmAFTII] A
DjAl= QS el USKAID 25 AHoR FgAF S w7 Hoke )
xS ofst MRS Fo) FEPFo] BPACE JFL

HAL EE BoErh BY 1& dARF L

tHEs7 g oy 9] daoeEd AT 2 sfal B9 7t A2 ¥ 29 B 33

Aol FgAEel AL vAEH glo] ks A7 JRFOE IUL W BaHS YU
AAz} A Gl WA 48 & AANIeR AR BY 30 wF 1 H&) F
=4 Wald chi-square testS F3f Blw 3t Ay} AR AZE ¢ YA dishe 2 Ao
7} Figure 29} Table 3] #| A= Qi) A=Z7} 2 PFHAN? = 147, p > 05). S, 0]
1 Be By 1S gARFgeR s wsd FFI FIAFVIE gEIHE oHy
olo] Bh}E gl B 45 gdRYPoE 39S T34E f8s T3 FFAT 4TS v
o ARF] o folatden(y? = 16053, p L A= Aol & F Utk HF B4 ARE
Soclo- Soclo-
demaographic Parenting demographic Na FParenting
characteristics knowledge \‘l Parenting characteristics knowledge \1 Parenting
/ Echaviar Behavior
lorean levels i dacculturation larean |levels ELE IO
Years in lkorea Years in loresa
Madel 1 Madel 2
Socia- Saocio-
demographic Parenting demaographic
characteristics / Behavior characteristics Parenting
Acculturation Behavior
lorean levels / karean |evels
Years in korea Years 1n lKorea
Madel 3 Madel 4
Note. 239 7+428t2 93 QAFAMSIEHE] WS E3A71A] G
<Figure 2> Comparison of four models
<Table 3> Results of Wald chi-square test
Models Comparison Chi-square
1. A model with mediators of “parenting knowledge” and “acculturation” Model 4 160.53
2. A model with a mediator of “parenting knowledge” Model 1 126.51 5%
3. A model with a mediator of “acculturation” Model 1 1.47

4. A model without any mediator

wxxp < 001,
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<Table 4> Standardized path coefficients based on Model 3

Warmth

Overprotection

Integration and

Assimilation
Estimate(S.E.) Estimate(S.E.) Estimate(S.E.)
Acculturation
Marginalization -0.06(0.08) 0.03(0.06) -
Separation -0.15(0.09) 0.01(0.06) -
Integration and Assimilation 0.37(0.10) %3 -0.38(0.08)3x -
Socio-demographic characteristics
Philippine 0.08(0.10) -0.06(0.07) -0.05(0.11)
Japan -0.31(0.13)= 0.17(0.09) 0.04(0.13)
China -0.23(0.10)* 0.07(0.07) -0.02(0.11)
Other country -0.12(0.09) 0.58(0.07)xx -0.17(0.09)
Less than high school 0.03(0.07) 0.01(0.05) 0.00(0.08)
More than high school 0.17(0.08)* -0.04(0.06) 0.05(0.08)
Less than 20M won 0.20(0.09)* -0.15(0.07)* 0.23(0.10)*
Number of children under 7 -0.09(0.11) -0.20(0.08)* -0.18(0.11)
Age of the youngest -0.26(0.08)* 0.07(0.06) -0.03(0.08)
Age of mother 0.29(0.09)*x -0.16(0.07)* 0.18(0.10)
Korean levels and years in Korea
Korean level : Beginner 0.25(0.13) -0.25(0.09)x -0.20(0.13)
Korean level : Intermediate 0.09(0.09) -0.36(0.07)%:x -0.18(0.10)
Years in Korea (log) -0.15(0.08) 0.01(0.06) 0.31(0.08) 3
Note. Reference group : Vietnam, High school graduate, Korean level-Advanced.
*p < .05. *xp < 01. *xxp < .001.
FoMlE AL® YEPITHE = 0.31, p < .001). TAF7IE FEPE FlT dFE VA
e olmy e dxoleEn deAF A AR Yehdth d=o] 2 £33
71Zke] el mAle AWl dFHS 2 & B AR IS AV B
Golu) flstel BHED - AQEN - AAE ok A¥Hoz P8 JFL HRE),
HE gokd A¥K(Table 5 Fan), A=AF7IE F=oPrt 27 £59) BREPHY ofrye @
o BIHSL BN BRHORW FKAT  FPh AT £ olFlUo) W) 24 4L
of G AL Ao UHEEd BFAF o BB 025, p< 05) JEE $EL Y B
717te] AE 5P TY 24 Fo2 Fop UTHB = -0.25, p < .01). Z28Y HEAFIA
WAN(B = 014, p< O) HRE 53L& Yo} et WA Gy fofn) 34 g2 Aoz
Ae &S BAHB=-0.12, p< 0. 22yt YehY o] FE0] 25 29 oHye 4
FaAF7INY AAEHE dHEGS W F F FEd oMY Helle FFFs fFolF A
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<Table 5> Effects of years in Korea and Korean language levels on parenting behavior

Effects from To warmth To overprotection
Estimate(S.E.) Estimate(S.E.)
Years in Korea(log) Total -0.01(0.09) -0.12(0.06)
Direct -0.15(0.08)+ 0.01(0.06)
Total indirect 0.14(0.05)#* -0.12(0.04) %+
Korean level : Total 0.16(0.13) -0.16(0.10)
beginner Direct 0.25(0.13)* -0.25(0.09)
Total indirect -0.09(0.08) 0.09(-0.06)
Korean level : Total 0.01(0.10) -0.29(0.08)::
intermediate Direct 0.09(0.09) -0.36(0.07)
Total indirect -0.08(0.05) 0.07(0.04)

+p < .10. #p < .05. #=*xp < 0L, *=xxp < .001.
Note. Reference group : Korean level - Advanced.

w et oAU s e 22l oyl vl
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