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ABSTRACT

This study examined the effects of paternal participation in child care and social support on planning
for a second childbirth, focusing on the mediating effect of the mother’s parenting stress. The 887
subjects studied in this paper were mothers who have a first child, and were selected from a sample
of the 2nd Panel Study of Korean Children(PSKC) by the Korea Institute of Child Care and
Education(KICCE), conducted in 2009. Data was analyzed using a Structural Equation Model(SEM) to
identify a structure and relationships among factors. The significance of indirect effects to test the
mediating effect of maternal parenting stress was identified via bootstrapping. Results indicated that
maternal parenting stress partially mediated the relationship between the father’s participation in child
care and planning for a second childbirth, and absolutely mediated the relationship between social
support and planning for a second childbirth. The findings reveal the importance of reducing parenting

stress, given its substantial impact on planning for a second childbirth.
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<Table 1> The socio-demographic features of the surveyed object (V= 887)

Variable Measures Frequency(%)
Male 465 (52.4)
Sex of first child
Female 422 (47.6)
11 months 2 (02
12 months 55 (62)
13 months 206 (23.2)
Age of first child 14 months 320 (36.1)
15 months 214 (24.1)
16 months 79 ( 8.9)
17 months 11 ( 1.2)
20~29 years 137 (15.2)
30~39 years 668 (75.2)
Age of father

40~49 years 47 (4.7
50~59 years 1(01
High school or less 216 (24.9)
Vocational college 200 (23.0)

Father’s education level
College 371 (42.7)
Graduate school and above 80 ( 9.3)
Working 865 (98.5)

Father’s working status
Non-working 13 ( 1.5)
20~29 years 239 (34.9)
Age of mother 30~39 years 565 (63.8)
40~49 years 13 ( 1.4)
High school or less 235 (26.7)
Vocational college 228 (26.0)

Mother’s education level
College 336 (41.7)
Graduate school and above 49 ( 5.5)
Working 301 (34.4)

Mother’s working status
Non-working 574 (65.6)
Have a plan 552 (62.2)

Plans for the second child of mother

Does not have a plan 335 (37.8)
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<Table 2> Correlation coefficients among latent variables
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<Table 3> Fit index of structural equation model
X df p TLI CFI SRMR RMSEA
211.624 31 .000 966 977 026 .055
<Table 4> Significant pathways among variables in the mediating model
Path B B SE t p
Father’s Partlclpanon in child care 146 185 020 7429 000
— Parenting stress
Social support 262 249 06 10257 000
— Parenting stress
Father’s participation in child care
051 .086 016 3.239 .001
— Second childbirth plan
Social support
-.003 -.004 .020 -.166 .868
— Second childbirth plan
Parenting stress - 061 081 018 13323 000

— Second childbirth plan
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<Figure 2> Verification on the theoretical model of second childbirth plan

<Table 5> Indirect and direct effect among variables by bootstrapping in the mediating model

Path Direct effects Indirect effects Total effects

Father’s participation in child care
— Second childbirth plan 086 015 101
Social support N
— Second childbirth plan ~004 020+ 016
Parenting stress

=081 %% - -.08 1
— Second childbirth plan 08 08
Father’s Part1c1pat10n in child care 185k i 185
— Parenting stress
Social support - DA4Qseskse _ -249%x

— Parenting stress

wkp <01, seekp <001,
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