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Analyzing the Positive and the Negative SNS Behaviors
of the Elementary and Middle School Students

Soojung Lee - Jeong-hwa Yeon

Dept. of Computer Education, Gyeongin National University of Education

ABSTRACT

SNS is a social networking service that removes the barrier between cyber spaces and the real world and helps
people who have common interests to have a two-way communication, manage their interpersonal relationships and
share information. The domestic and international SNS markets have attained a steady growth, and their growth is
being more accelerated in recent days. However, studies on SNS have just examined adults, and it’s required to
research the use of SNS and cyber behaviors via SNS among elementary and middle school students. This study
attempted to analyze the relationship of the use of SNS, motivation of using SNS, the use of active SNS functions,
SNS-dependent tendency and SNS awareness to cyber behaviors via SNS among elementary and middle school
students. As a result, regardless of gender and grade, stealing private information was the most frequent activity
and the frequency of ‘contacting strangers’ activity increased most rapidly with the usage time and grade. SNS
dependency turned out to be the most highly correlated with the negative cyber behavior. Moreover, the difference
of gender was not significant to the overall negative cyber behavior, whereas that of grade was.

Keywords : SNS, social networking service, cyber behavior, SNS awareness, SNS-dependent tendency,
motivation of using SNS
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