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A YEAR REVIEW OF OUTPATIENTS IN DENTAL CLINIC OF THE MUNICIPAL HOSPITAL
FOR THE DISABLED CHILDREN

Su-Hyun Shim**, Yong-Geun Choi?
!Dental Department, Children's Municipal Hospital, °’Korea University Graduate School of Clinical Dentistry

Objectives: The goal of this study is to establish data baseline to ameliorate oral health policies for
patient. The research was conducted in dental clinic at Seoul Metropolitan Children's Hospital - the major
municipal hospital for the disabled. The outpatients visiting patterns to the dental clinic were analyzed,
compared to other medical departments. For further research related to TMD, the questionnaires were
given to the subjects.

Material and methods: Data for visiting patterns/frequencies was collected from patient records of 1419
outpatients who visited the dental clinic at Seoul Municipal Children’s Hospital in 2011. Then TMD-related
questionnaires were given to 127 outpatients who were over 13 years old.

Results: 1. 219 out of 1419 patients (15.4%) who visited the dental clinic at Seoul Municipal Children’s
Hospital in 2011 were the disabled. 2. Compared to normal patients, disabled patients visited the dental
clinic and rehabilitation medicine department more frequently.(p<0.05) However, there was no apparent
difference in visiting frequencies between the disabled and the normal patients in the psychiatric
department.(p=0.3237) 3. 44% of the TMD-related questionnaire subjects responded that they often
consumed relatively hard or tough food, 53% answered they had unilateral chewing habit, 3% had
bruxism, and 12% had clenching habit.

Conclusion: In the dental clinic at Seoul Municipal Children's Hospital, 19% of outpatients over 13 years
old had TMD such as clicking and pain. Also, the disabled patients visits to the dental clinic were
considerably more frequent, compared to the normal patients and to other medical departments.
Accordingly, the result may suggest that the proper systematic supports from the government are essential
to the dental clinic at municipal hospital for the disabled. (J Korean Dis Oral Health Vol.9, No.1: 18-24, Jun 2013]
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1. What seems to be the problem?

2. Do you feel any pain, right now? (Yes , No)

3. Do you want to check up overall teeth? (Yes , No)

4. Do you want to check up only painful tooth? (Yes , No)

5. Do you have your teeth scaled within a year? (Yes , No)

6. Do you always brush your teeth after meals? (Yes, No)

7. Are you aware of noises in the jaw joint? (Yes , No)

8. Do you have pain when opening your mouth? (Yes , No)

9. Does your jaw "get stuck” or "lock"? (Yes , No)

10. Do you often consumed relatively hard or tough food?
(Yes, No)

11. Do you have clenching habit? (Yes , No)

12. Are you grinding your teeth? (Yes , No)

13. Do you have unilateral chewing habit? (Yes , No)

Fig. 1. Questionnaire.
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Table 1. Average visit count of the disabled and the
normal people in dental department

No. of
No. of pt ..
average visits
normal patients 1200 3.22
the disabled patients 219 3.82

Table 2. Average visit count of the disabled and the
normal people in rehabilitation department

No. of
No. of pt ..
average visits
normal patients 33 36.58
the disabled patients 75 52.67

Table 3. Average visit count of the disabled and the
normal people in psychiatric department

No. of
No. of pt ..
average visits
normal patients 82 26.70
the disabled patients 71 27.99
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Table 4. Average visit count by gender in dental
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No. of
gender No. of pt ¢ O. .
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female 703 3.27
male 716 3.35

Table 5. Average visit count by gender in rehabilitation
departmen
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average visits Table 7. Distribution of respondents by age
female 41 53.98 age No. of pt
male 67 43.94 10s 20
20s 11
Table 6. Average visit count by gender in psychiatric 30s 32
department 40s 34
No. of 50s 19
e O, average visits 60s 9
female 35 36.91 70s 2
male 118 24.44 total 127
Table 8. The habit of respondents unit: % (person)
hard or tough food unilateral chewing bruxism cleching habit pain in TMJ clicking in TMJ
44(55) 53(65) 3(4) 12(15) 6(8) 13(16)
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