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The Past, Present and Future Strategies
of Korean Social Work in Hospice and Palliative Care

Young Sook Lee, M.A.

Social Work Department, Seoul National University Hospital, Seoul, Korea

The objective of this paper is to suggest future goals and strategies for social work in hospice and palliative care
in Korea by understanding its historical background. Both literature review and participant observation were
performed to examine historical data relating to social work in hospice and palliative care in Korea. Also reviewed
were the current trends with a focus on the roles of social workers in the said arena, qualifications, education,
research and medical insurance policy. First of all, the roles of social workers do not appear to be clearly defined
in the field of hospice and palliative care, which seems to lead to the lack of recognition as professional workers.
The qualification standard for social workers in hospice and palliative care remains inadequate. Second, there seems
to be insufficient professional social worker training resources, in terms of both the number of educators and training
programs. Third, social workers in Korea produce significantly less publications than those in other professions.
There is also a dearth of qualified evidence-based research that is needed to prove benefits of intervention and
ultimately for policy implications. Last, the current medical insurance policy needs to be revised to secure fees
for social work services and dedicated full-time social workers in hospice and palliative care. Korea needs to approach
social work in hospice and palliative care with specific goals to develop future strategies. Related infrastructure
and an executive structure should be established via networking and partnership with academic societies, associations
and schools.
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Table 1. Essential Manpower for Hospice and Palliative Unit.

Classification Number of people

Doctor/Oriental doctor Number of doctor per daily 20 patients
Nurse Number of nurse per daily 2 patients

Social worker Over 1 person
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Table 2. The Number of Articles in KSHPC* and KSHPCAC' by Profession.
Classification Year Doctor (%) Nurse (%) Social worker (%) Etc. (%) Total (%)
A. KSHPC* 1998 ~ 2002 33 (50.8) 22 (33.8) 4 (6.2) 6 9.2) 65 (100.0)
2003 ~ 2007 40 (48.2) 28 (33.7) 7 (8.4) 8 (9.6) 83 (100.0)
2008 ~2012 39 (38.6) 40 (39.6) 5 (5.0 15 (14.9) 101 (100.0)
Total (A) 112 (45.3) 90 (36.4) 16 (6.5) 29 (11.7) 247 (100.0)
B. KSHPCACT 1998 ~ 2002 21 (38.2) 9 (16.4) 3 (5.5) 22 (40.0) 55 (100.0)
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Total Total (A+B) 200 (46.5) 125 (29.1) 31 (7.2) 74 (17.2) 430 (100.0)

*KSHPC: Korean Society for Hospice and Palliative Care,

TKSHPCAC: Korean Society for Hospice and Palliative Care Annual Conference.
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