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ABSTRACT

A Study on Middle—aged women playing internet web—board games

Tae—Jin Yoon" * Min—Gi Jang”™

This study is an attempt to find out the meaning of game to middle-aged women who enjoy internet
web board game as part of the leisure. In order to discover the perceptions and emotions of middle-aged
women regarding game, in-depth interviews with the five women of 48 to 63-year-old were conducted.
The results are: First, the web board games to middle-aged women is an opposition of labor, but at
the same time a part of day-long procedure of labor. Second, most middle-aged women are not in
an autonomous environment where they can pursue active hobbies. Third, middle-aged women do not
tolerate sacrificing money or housework on game because the web board games are regarded as a worthless
activity. Finally, middle-aged women do not transform the existing social relationships into online
relationships, nor form new social relationships through internet. Based on these results, we could draw
a rough picture overviewing the gaming experience of middle-aged women, which has been more or
less ignored in academic field.

Keywords: game experiences, middle-aged women, web board game, leisure/labor, game culture.
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