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High School Gifted Students’ Perception on Cheating
in School

Sang-Woo Kim
University of Incheon

Ki-Soon Han
University of Incheon

This study explores high school gifted students’ perception of cheating in school using the
concept mapping method. The map shows the gifted students’ concept structure and the
different perception between gifted and non-gifted students on cheating. For the purpose,
63 high school gifted students participated at the brainstorming stage to gather the possible
related statements. Finally, 64 statements were confirmed and these were divided and
evaluated by 13 focus group students. Then, they were analyzed by multidimensional scaling
and processed by hierarchical cluster analysis. The results compiled from this procedure show
that high school gifted students’ perception of cheating is classified into five clusters:
“unacceptable cheating behaviors of friends”, “an inseparable relation among social structure,
giftedness and cheating”, “conflict, coping skills, and tolerance related to the cheating”,
“immorality in one’s inner person” and “the judgement based on morality and social justice”.
In addition, 150 gifted students and 160 non-gifted students checked the degree of agreement
to each statement with the likert 6 points scale and the result showed that there was no
significant difference in two clusters, “unacceptable cheating behaviors of friends” and “the
judgement based on morality and justice”, while it turned out that there were significant
perception gaps in three clusters, “inseparable relation among social structure, giftedness and
cheating”, “conflict, coping skills, and tolerance related to the cheating” and “immorality in
one's inner person”. Implications of the study related to the gifted students’ moral behaviors
were discussed in depth.
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