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—| ABSTRACT

bjectives : The purpose of this study was to examine the characteristics and the psychosocial factors asso-
106 O ciated to the referral to psychiatric care in the suicide attempters visiting emergency center.

Methods : We conducted a systematic chart review of 377 suicidal attempters visiting emergency center of
the Korea University Ansan Hospital between January 2008 and December 2011. We gathered a data contain 20
items including psychosocial characteristics and factors related to suicide and factors related to psychiatric treat-
ment. Multivariate logistic regression models were fitted to data to estimate the unique effects of sex, drunken sta-
tus, companion, suicidal methods, place of suicide and current use of psychiatric medication on the referral to psy-
chiatric care.

Results : The female gender(OR=1.63, 95% CI=0.99—2.69), suicidal attempts at home(OR=3.40, 95% I=
1.21-9.56) and drunken state at visit(OR=2.34, 95% CI=1.10—5.01) are the factors that predict the risk of the
non-referral of the patients to psychiatric intervention. Place of suicidal attempt was the most important factor
do play a role in determining whether referral to psychiatric care will take place or not. Current use of psychiat-
ric medication showed a trend toward significance(p=0.08, OR=1.67, 95% CI=0.95—-2.95).

Conclusions : These results suggest that when deciding whether to adapt or to refuse the referral to psychiat-
ric care, the factors such as suicidal intent, lethality of suicide methods, familiar factors and alcohol may con-
tribute onto the referral to psychiatric care. Additional research is required to investigate an association of these
factors with referral to psychiatric care.
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Table 1. Social characteristics of suicide attempters
N P
Sex 377 0.001*
Male 135(35.8%)
Female 242(64.2%)
Educational level 206 0.78
<Middle school 34(16.5%)
Middle school or high school 145(70.4%)
>College 27(13.1%)
Housemate 313 0.07
Family 292(93.3%)
None 15(4.8%)
Others 21
Missing data 79
Living form 272 0.38
Own 90(33.1%)
Rental 182(66.9%)
Missing data 105
Socioeconomic status 138 0.46
| 3( 2.2%)
Il 6( 4.3%)
Il 63(44.9%)
v 34(24.6%)
\ 33(23.9%)
Missing data 279
Income 275 0.41
>3,000,000 11
2,000,000—-3,000,000 50
<2,000,000 200
Missing data 156
Religion 260 0.23
Yes 211(81.2%)
No 49(18.8%)
Missing data 117
Occupation 294 0.79
Simple laborer 17( 5.8%)
Office worker 28( 9.5%)
Seller 8( 2.7%)
Administrator 1( 0.3%)
Freelancer 1( 0.3%)
Farmer 6( 2.0%)
Students 54(18.4%)
Housewife 164(55.8%)
None 15(5.1%)
Others 17(5.8%)
Missing data 83
Drunken state 377 0.03*
Yes 42(11.1%)
No 335(88.9%)

Socioeconomic status : Measured with Watt's modification of
the Hollingshead-Redlich 2 factor index of social position

B 907 (30.8%), AIA| A 4578(15.4%), o1/dEA] 19
6.5%), A% 2A 98 (3.1%), A A2 A T8 (2.4%) &=°]
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Table 2. Suicidal factors of suicide attempters

N P
Previous suicide History 288 0.77
0 238(82.6%)
>1 50(17.4%)
Missing data 89
Companion 354 <0.001*
Family 298(84.2%)
None 15( 4.2%)
Others 41(11.6%)
Stress factor 292 0.26
Familiar problems 90(30.8%)
Economic problems 9( 3.1%)
Relational problems 19( 6.5%)
Psychiatric illness 122(41.8%)
Physical problems 45(15.4%)
Occupational problems 7( 2.4%)
Missing data 85
Suicidal methods 377 0.003*
Overdose 241(63.9%)
Cut/stabbing 89(23.6%)
Hanging 18(23.6%)
Inhalation 11( 2.9%)
CO Intoxication 70 1.9%)
Jumping 2( 0.5%)
Drowning 9( 2.3%)
Consciousness 377 0.44
Alert 266(70.6%)
Changed(drowsy, confused, 111(29.4%)
comatous)
Previous notice 356 0.04*
No 331
Yes 25( 7.0%)
Missing data 21
Place of suicidal attempt 339 0.005*
Home 314(92.6%)
Others 25( 7.4%)
Missing data 38
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Table 3. Psychiatric factors of suicide attempters Ab A]EX]— = oqxéo] %jiﬂ_(ﬂ 60% o]/bP—% ;‘(]-x]é g-l;n]- O]E‘ =
N P We) o] A Anke} AT A of
Current psychiatric medication 377 0.002* - -
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Table 4. Psychosocial factors of suicidal attempters and adjusted hazard ratio(95% confidence interval[Cl])
Variables p OR 95% ClI
Sex Female 0.05* 1.63 0.99— 2.69
Male
Drunken status Yes 0.03* 2.34 1.10— 5.01
No
Companion Family 0.67
None 0.40 0.60 0.18— 1.97
Others 0.84 1.08 0.51— 2.28
Suicidal methods Overdose 0.52
Cut/stabbing 0.26 0.70 0.38— 1.30
Hanging 0.66 0.79 0.27— 2.26
Inhalation 0.51 1.56 0.42— 5.79
CO Intoxication 0.08 7.27 0.77-68.66
Jumping 1.00 1.83 <0.001
Drowning 0.858 0.87 0.20— 3.91
Place of suicidal attempt Home 0.02* 3.40 1.21— 9.56
Other place
Current psychiatric medication Yes 0.08 1.67 0.95— 2.95

No
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