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Urban Development and Social Circulation of Water in Daegu
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Abstract : This paper is to conceptualize the urban social circulation of water from the social constructivism and
political ecology, and to analyze the history of development of social circulation of water, that is, the
modernization process of water in Daegu. The development of social circulation system of water in Daegu can be
divided into 4 stages, that is, the beginning stage of modernization of water mainly during the period of Japanese
colonization, the take—off stage from the 1960s to the mid—1980s, the stage of reflexive modernization from the
late 1980s to the 1990s, and that of neoliberalization of water since the 2000s. It can be seen that the development
of social circulation system of water in Daegu has contributed the increasing urban population and economic
development, especially supporting the spatial expansion of the city and the way of modern way of urban life. But
the social circulation system of water in Daegu seems to meet with a lot of problems such as relocation of the
water intake station, over—equipment of filtration plants, distrust on tap water, inequality of water use,
readjustment of water charge, liquid waste from industrial complexes within the urban area, creative destruction of
waterfront environment, and privatization of water.
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